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BARTON FAMILY FUN DAY & MANDY’S BUCKET LIST RIDE (PART I) 
 

A couple of weeks previously, Jackie being the friendliest face on the website’s 

committee mugshots, had received a message from a guy called Kevin who asked if 

we could do a small favour. His wife Mandy had been having a rough time after 

going through a series of pretty tough medical tests – so bad that she’d started 

to compile a ‘Bucket List’. High on that list was a ride on a Harley, so much so 

that she’d bought some riding gear ready for the big day. Unfortunately, all of 

Kevin’s contacts had led to nothing, so in desperation he contacted the Hatters via 

Jackie. 

 

As luck would have it, Kevin and Mandy were running an aviation stall at Barton 

City Airport’s Family Fun Day and, being the start point of our rideouts, Kevin 

thought we might be there. We weren’t programmed for a rideout, but having Red 

Baron Ross as our Head Road Captain and DB as our Director (no, not Douglas 

Bader, the other one, Don Bowie) there was always a chance that a few Hatters 

would be there. 

 

 
 

And so after the flying displays, with their up-tiddly-up-ups and their down-

tiddly-down-downs, who was it that enchanted the ladies and stole all the scenes? 

Got it in one – the Hatters. 



Yours truly went across to Mandy’s stall and told her to get ‘em on. Paul 

Calderbank said I might need to work on that line……. 

 
Back to the story. Never in the history of motorcycling has anyone ever got 

dressed in full leathers so quickly, ready for the big moment. Ross had suggested 

we could use his ‘New to Chapter Riding Route’, a circular of around 25 miles that 

would take around 45 minutes or so. 

 

Arthur volunteered to take Mandy on the back of his brand new Rushmore Ultra in 

his customary position of Tail End Charlie, giving Mandy the best view of the 

rideout. Ten bikes in total, led by Ross, rode in tight formation through the 

countryside and here’s the funny thing…..no cars forced their way into the line and 

we all stayed together throughout the route, as tight as drum. This was precision 

riding that the Red Arrows could only dream about (just kidding). It went like a 

dream. 

 

Mandy emailed us when she got home. “Just wanted to say a huge "thank you" for 

today.  Really enjoyed the Harley ride.  Arthur was brilliant, and his bike as you 

say very comfy.  Think all your bikes are fantastic.  It was brilliant following you 

all on Arthur’s bike.  It was great watching people's reactions as we were riding 

along seeing all the Harleys on the road.” 

 

Our pleasure. 

JSP 


