
15 APRIL 2012  

RIDE OUT TO SOWERBY BRIDGE AND HEBDEN BRIDGE  

   

 
 

On a bright and sunny morning, 30 bikes (40 Hatters including pillions) met in 

the car park of our late, lamented dealership for our second ride out of the 

year. We took the pretty route through Denton, Audenshaw and Oldham, before 

reaching the Diggley villages around Saddleworth. There was a method in Trev's 

choice of route however, as it was such a bloody cold morning that any blasts 

down the motorway would have resulted in mass hypothermia. We made our way 

over the top, passing snow drifts on the the moors  and descending through 

Rishworth, heading to our first stop in Sowerby Bridge.  

 

Understanding that this was a pub that did tea and coffee, we arrived to find a 

gastro pub that served umpteen different types of coffee (individually hand 

crafted), tea served in cute little tea pots and all accompanied with a tiny 

biscuit. The staff coped admirably with the first two or three requests, but 

became quickly overwhelmed as the Hatters continued to crowd into the place. 

Good job some stayed in the car park with their trusty flasks. 

 

 



 

Next stop Hebden Bridge, taking the back roads and some very pretty winding 

country lanes. Not sure if Hebden Bridge has lost some of charm, but none of 

the Hatters could actually remember going there at all. It was almost as if we 

completely missed it out as we arrived in Rochdale-by-the Sea (also known as 

Hollingworth Lake). Even there, events conspired against us as a fun fair was in 

full swing (get it?) on the car park that we were going to use.  

 

 
 

Never mind, Trev's Plan B was to head to the Country Park half a mile down the 

road and we all managed to get parked. Some brave souls had an ice cream (well 

you've got to at the seaside haven't you?) while the rest of us had tea and 

coffee from the visitor centre. No tiny biscuits though. 

JSP 


