
17 MARCH 2012 

Road Captain’s Course 

 

Over the weekend of 17 – 18th March, eight members of the Hatters 

successfully completed a Road Captain’s course. The event was organised by 

Gordon Dick of the Red Rose chapter on behalf of HOG. The course comprised a 

classroom session on the Saturday morning dealing with the paperwork involved 

in planning a ride out. We were split into small groups and over lunch we were 

asked to plan a ride out with the aid of a map and discuss the ride with the 

other groups after lunch. This was followed by a group ride down country lanes 

and into Lancaster, we used “last man drop off” to control the ride. On returning 

to the classroom we discussed, rather heatedly at times, the pro’s and con’s of 

the ride. I don’t think it was appreciated by many on the course. Later we were 

told it was actually a recce for the ride the next day. We finally got away and 

back to the hotel to check in by 1800 hrs. A few soft drinks, meal and early 

night followed as we had an early start next day. 

 

 
 

Day 2 started with a brief recap then the group was split in two for the ride, 

using “second man drop off” this time. The amended route from day 1 was split 

into three sections so that three riders could lead a section pointing out where 



they wanted the second man to mark junctions and three riders took turns at 

“rear gunner”. A discussion followed each section. After lunch a second ride was 

completed by the whole group of 22, Mick lead the first half of the ride then I 

lead the second half through Clitheroe and to the services on the A59 – course 

complete. 

 

 

 
 

Doing a course like this makes you appreciate how much effort goes into 

planning a ride so that the members have a safe and enjoyable ride. The Hatters 

now have eight more HOG recognised Road Captains. They are; 

       
(l to r) Bryan, Ross, Steve, Shauna, Gillian, Ratty, 2 Pints, and Mick. 

 

 

Ross Fearn 
 


