
2 JUNE 2012 

BATTLEFIELDS TOUR OF BELGIUM AND NORTHERN FRANCE 

 

 

Hatters attending; Ross, Arthur & Jan, Doc, Major Paul Pinchard, 2 Pints, Dave & Iris, 

   Mike Greer, Mike & Marie, Slick, Dave '198' Sherlock 

 

Tour Guide;   Colonel Matt Limb OBE TD 

 

Day 1 

 

 
 

Meeting at Knutsford Services on the M6, the Hatters made their way down to 

Folkestone for the tunnel crossing to France. After only 35 minutes, our intrepid 

travellers emerged at the other side ready for a final blast of 67 miles to the city of 

Arras where the tour was to be based. The group met up with military historian and 

tour guide Colonel Matt Limb in Arras, close to the location of the major British 

offensive in the spring of 1917 which ended in the stalemate that typified most of 

the war on the Western Front. 

 

 

 



Day 2 

 

 
 

Waterloo, scene of the battle in 1815 where Napoleon met his er.... Waterloo. 

In modern parlance, this is where Wellington stuck the boot in and Abba scored their 

first hit. Heavy rainfall all the way to the museum and battlefield. One of the group 

(no names, no pack drill) thought he'd act out that old Bonnie Tyler classic, 'Lost in 

France'. 

 

 
 



Days 3 & 4 

 

Arras, the Somme & Ypres. 

Locations that epitomise the bravery and sacrifice of soldiers of the British Empire. 

Some came from all corners of the world, others had arrived as part of County 

Regiments and yet others had joined local 'Pals battalions', friends that fought 

together and died together. 

Other places were visited, places such as Vimy Ridge and Auchonvillers that formed 

part of the major offensives. 

Cemeteries with endless rows of white stone and huge monolith monuments, all 

immaculately kept in memory of the young men that had laid down their lives. 

 

 

 

 
 

The Hatters' guide Matt Limb had spent years researching the dates, the locations 

and the stories of selfless courage. Each and every one of the Hatters was more than 

impressed by Matt's knowledge of the history of the 'war to end all wars'. 

On the final evening, the Hatters attended a ceremony at the Menin Gate in the city, 

finished in 1927 to commemorate the fallen soldiers who have no known grave 

elsewhere. Every evening at 8, members of the local Fire Brigade still sound the Last 

Post in recognition of the sacrifice made by soldiers of the British Empire. 



Mike & Marie laid a wreath on behalf of the Chapter at this most poignant of 

ceremonies. 

 

 
 

Day 5 

 

Heading home. Back to Calais, across to Folkstone and home to the North West. The 

tour had been to so many places where British lads had fallen, lads that would never 

be able to return home as the Hatters did. All of those that took part in the tour 

have told how awe-struck they were by the whole experience. 

 

 


