
29 JUNE 2012 

CHAPTER CAMP, WEM, SHROPSHIRE. 

 

The ride to Chapter Camp was to prove a turning point in the Hatter's Chapter 

history. 

 

This was the last time we left our old dead and defunct dealership in Hempshaw 

Lane, Stockport. The dealership had ceased trading in the summer of 2011 and 

although we had continued to use the car park as the starting point for our 

rideouts, we were very close to finalising our new meeting place at Barton 

Airfield.  

 

Ross led the 6 bike convoy away from the old dealership, with Arthur in his 

usual position of backmarker, blocking the road for us to turn out safely. 

 

We met up with Trev and Mandy along the way and then headed down to Lynn's 

Raven Cafe, just 5 miles from the campsite at Lower Lacon, for a (very) full 

English breakfast.  

 

 
 

  



Ratty and Two Pints had travelled down the previous evening to set up the big 

gazebos, sound equipment and BBQs, so it was just a matter of pitching tents 

(for those few not caravanning) and waiting around for the bar to open at 4. 

 

The first night (Friday) was reasonably quiet by Hatter's standards as many 

would be arriving the following day. 

 

 
  

Saturday morning, and the few of us who were not feeling hangoverish (that's a 

medical term) went on a rideout. Again, it was Ross who had a route planned and 

so it was that he led 8 of us to Lake Vyrnwy in welsh Wales. To say that it 

rained a bit on the way there was a slight understatement. Once again, the 

summer of 2012 proved to be even more elusive than the spring. We had already 

endured the wettest April since records began and we were now suffering the 

wettest June on record. On the bright side, this meant that Lake Vyrnwy was 

full to capacity and the scenery was very beautiful, even if most of it seemed to 

be stuck to our once gleaming Harleys. Never mind, after tea and cake in the 

cafe, we took a spin around the lake, collected some more scenery on our 

paintwork and chrome and then headed back to camp in time for the Chapter 

games........... 

 



The theme of this year's camp was 'camouflage' and the sun was so well hidden 

that it would have won first prize, but we couldn't find it to make the 

presentation. So Eddie took first prize, cunningly disguised as a tree (or wearing 

a tree to be more accurate).  
 

 
 

            

 

The Chapter games involved the strategic placement, transfer and recovery of 

some Cadbury's Cream Eggs. Say no more. 

 

 Our very own travelling minstrel, Dave Nolan, brought his guitar along and 

entertained us all with some great singing and playing.  Someone else sang 

'Delilah'. Again. 

Once again, the weather had not been very kind to us on Chapter camp weekend 

(though not as bad as 2011) but being Hatters, we still had a great time.  

JSP 


