
7 APRIL 2013 

RIDEOUT TO LYTHAM ST ANNE’S via PRESTON H-D 

TO SWEEP OR NOT TO SWEEP, THAT IS THE QUESTION 

 

The first proper rideout of the year (24 March postponed due to bad weather) 

and 27 bikes turned up on a bright and sunny morning at Barton Airfield. 

Ross had been planning this ride for some months and even tweaked it at the last 

minute after he rode the route the day before. There’s dedication for you!!! 

 

 
 

This was our first chance to try out a riding system that incorporated a 

‘Sweeper’. 

No, not a footballer or Dick Van Dyke, or even a brush. The Sweeper’s role is 

simply to stay at the back of the ride, just in front of the Tail-end Charlie and 

to assist with any breakdowns. He will also assist with any other issues that may 

arise due to heavy traffic, lost riders, etc. Unfortunately, there’s no guidance as 

to what to do when the Sweeper gets lost.No names on this one, but sometime in 

the future, readers from a galaxy far, far away will wonder why our very first 

‘Sweeper’ (someone they will refer to as ‘1.14 litres’ ‘cos they’ll be fully 

metricated by then) decided to leave our rideout and follow another group of 

bikers altogether. It was like a sheepdog trying to round up the next farm’s pigs. 

He should have gone to Specsavers.  



So we now had 26 bikes safely arriving at Preston H-D to have our forms 

validated for the HOG 2013 Chapter Challenge. Our godfather, Don Timperloni, 

was doing his best to ensure that all Hatters were duly signed up for the challenge 

and David ‘198’ Sherlock was doing his best to eat his way through 198 items on 

the snack bar menu. 

 

 
 

And so on to Lytham, but no sooner did we get going and the group got split up 

with some unfortunate traffic light sequences. Never mind, 10 minutes later we 

were on our way again to the Beach Café at Lytham St Anne’s (or Legends Café at 

Oakmere according to one very disorientated ice cream aficionado).  

 

 
 

Like last year’s early rides, we were passing snowdrifts and it was a bit nippy 

round the Belmont area, but after a very long winter it really was great to be 

back in the saddle.                JSP 


