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This rideout to the Old Station at Welshpool was an alternative destination to that which originally 

appeared on the 2015 Rideout Calendar. It had been intended to go to Porth Amlwch on the island of 

Anglesey but rumours of a possible focus on bikers by the Welsh police led to the decision to make 

the change to avoid any unnecessary problems. Unfortunately, the ride was to experience problems 

of a different nature with two of our members coming off their bikes both at the same spot during the 

return journey. Luckily, these were low speed offs and neither of the victims suffered any injuries. 

The day started in the usual fashion with assembly of 14 bikes at the Lymm Truck Stop close to the 

M6 / M56 junction. The weather was fine but rain was forecast for later in the day. The route was via 

the M56 to junction 10 then the A49 towards Whitchurch. Just outside Tiverton it was on to the leafy 

Cheshire lanes, passing Beeston and Peckforton Castles then crossing the A534 on to more lanes 

and B roads passing through Malpas and Bangor-on-Dee to join the A483 north of Ruabon following 

this road south to the destination. The distance was 70 miles with a riding time of about two hours so 

after a very pleasant run we arrived at the Old Station bang on lunchtime and just before the heavens 

opened. 

Welshpool railway station was built by the Shrewsbury and Welshpool Railway and opened in 1862. 

The line was initially operated by the London and North Western Railway before being absorbed by 

the Cambrian Railways, which became part of the Great Western Railway at the grouping which came 

into effect on 1 January 1923. There was some severe rationalisation of services under the Beeching 

Axe in the 1960s. Subsequent development of the A483 road Welshpool bypass (opened in July 

1993) required the railway line to be shifted to the south. To enable this the original station was 

closed, and a new single island platform constructed by British Rail south of it, to allow realignment. 

The building which is in the style of a French chateau now houses a selection of traders and a 102 

seater restaurant. 

                         

Lunch was enjoyed while the rain lashed down outside but as the time approached to take our leave 

there was no alternative other than to kit up in our waterproofs in preparation for a wet ride home. 
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The return journey would take us on the A458 towards Shrewsbury then A5 and A53 towards Market 

Drayton and A529 towards Nantwich, with a stop at Snugbury’s for ice cream. 

The rain had eased a bit by the time we got moving and the ride was uneventful until we hit the 

Shrewbury bypass. The tail end of the group had become separated from the main group and on 

slowing down on the approach to one of the roundabouts, first one bike went out of control and went 

down immediately followed by a second one. Two other riders (one of which was myself) who had 

remained upright pulled over to give assistance. It was quickly established that both of the downed 

riders were unhurt so the priority was to get the bikes upright and off the carriageway. A policeman 

immediately appeared as if from nowhere to check on the situation but disappeared again almost as 

quickly after establishing that no one was injured. It transpired that he was otherwise engaged on the 

opposite carriageway where they had the road closed off to recover a car that had gone off the road 

and was wedged behind a tree. 

Luckily for us, a van that had stopped at an angle behind the second downed bike effectively blocked 

the lane we were in and the occupants were quickly out of their vehicle offering assistance in getting 

the bikes up and off the carriageway. It took five of us to lift the first bike which had ended up at the 

edge of the road and in the gravel close to the Armco crash barrier. After thanking the couple that had 

helped us (I understand they were also bikers) and establishing that both bikes were still ridable we 

decided to set off again to try and reconnect with the rest of the group. We soon met up with John 

Paddison who was waiting in the next layby and related what had happened to him. We then carried 

on for a short distance to where we met up with Ross and it was here that it was noticed that one of 

the bikes was leaking oil from the primary chain case so because of this and some other damage it 

was decided that it would be unwise to try and ride the bike back and that recovery would be required. 

We did manage the short distance to the Sainsburys car park nearby to get clear of the roadside 

where we met up with the rest of the group and a call was made to the recovery people.  

After receiving assurance that help would arrive within the hour, what was left of the group continued 

the return journey stopping at a layby on the A556 near to the M6 to say our goodbyes. What had 

started out as an enjoyable ride out had unfortunately ended on a bit of a low note. But looking at the 

positives the two members concerned had suffered no injuries apart from being a bit shaken up at the 

time and the bikes hopefully can soon be repaired and made ready for more enjoyable Hatters ride 

outs. 
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What happened to the ice cream? Due to the lateness of the day, we had to ride straight past 

Snugbury’s without stopping which must be a first for the Hatters! Never mind. Next time it will have to 

be a Sherlock 198. 

 

Footnote. At one point during the roadside incident we became aware that we had lost Arthur the rear 

gunner. We had some concern that he may have experienced a similar problem further back up the 

road but were relieved to learn, after John had made contact by telephone, that he and one other 

member had dropped off to find and retrieve a wallet that they had seen drop from one of the rider’s 

pockets. They were totally unaware of the incident and by the time contact was made were well on 

their way towards Snugbury’s. I wonder if they got their ice cream. 
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