
 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

Thursday 23
rd

 July 2015 

Evening Rideout 

Brereton Heath (Picnic) 

This was the second evening picnic ride out of the year and the destination was Brereton Heath 
situated between Holmes Chapel and Congleton. 

A group of 9 bikes met at the Decathlon car park on a somewhat overcast but dry evening. After a 
briefing from Ross we set off taking the M60 and M56 to junction 7 (A556) then the A50 through 
Knutsford to Holmes Chapel. From there it was onto the A54 to Brereton Heath. Along the route 
another bike joined the group bringing the tally to 10 bikes and 12 members arriving at the 
destination. 

Brereton Heath Local Nature Reserve was once part of the Brereton Hall Estate. During the 19th 
century the land was planted with Scots pine trees for use as a timber crop. These were felled during 
the First World War to produce pit props for coal mines. In 1959 silica sand was discovered on the 
site and quarrying commenced. This pure grade of sand was used to make glass and moulds for the 
manufacture of metal products. The quarry stopped working in 1972 and in 1982 the area was 
established as a country park before being designated as a Local Nature Reserve in 2005.  

So amongst these pleasant surroundings everyone set about enjoying their picnics and having a good 
old natter. There was plenty going on with people walking their dogs and groups of boating 
enthusiasts putting their canoes and kayaks through their paces on the lake. The standard of the 
‘picnics’ had taken a step up on this occasion with even a lighted candle on one of the rugs to add to 
the ambiance of the moment. Or was it perhaps one of those scented ones to keep the midges away? 

     

      



 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

Officially, the park gates are locked at 20:30 hrs. during the summer but we had it on good authority 
that the boating people had a key and as long as they were still around, there would be no risk of 
having the bikes locked in. Despite being told that the toilets would be available until 8:30pm they 
were sneakily locked 10 minutes early by the ranger leaving one or two members having to work out a 
plan B before we left. 

Anyway, shortly before 9:00pm the group set off for home heading initially towards Congleton on the 
A54 and then onto the A34 in the direction of Manchester. Yvonne and I took our leave in Congleton 
leaving the rest of the group to make their way back towards the city. 

Another good ride out thanks to Ross’s efforts. The rain stayed off and it was reasonably warm. 
Looking forward to the next one  
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