
 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

Sunday 2nd August 2015 

Rideout 

Hawes 

We’re well into the second half of this year’s rideout calendar now and the destination for today’s run 
out is Hawes in the Yorkshire Dales. Wensleydale to be precise, home of the famous cheese of the 
same name. The weather forecast said it would be generally dry but with the chance of showers. 
Undeterred, 16 riders and 1 pillion turned up at the Decathlon car park on a somewhat grey Sunday 
morning ready to tackle the longest planned rideout of the year. 

The first stage of the route was to be M60 anti clockwise then M66 heading towards Clitheroe. But 
one member had picked up on a traffic report advising of traffic queues on the M66 due to a road 
closure between junctions 2 and 1 northbound. Head Road Captain Ross quickly worked out a detour 
up through Bury town centre to get us around the delay so we re-joined the planned route on the A56 
just south of Haslingden. Joining the A59 south of Clitheroe we headed for Gisburn and took the 
A682, A65 and B6480 to Settle where we had the first fuel stop of the day. Then it was onto the 
B6479 up to Horton in Ribblesdale and the Blindbeck Tea Room for a spot of lunch. 

     

Suitably refreshed the ride continued up to Ribblehead to join the B6255 where we had a stunning 
view of the well-known Ribblehead Viaduct to our left as we made the turn northwards towards 
Hawes.  

 

Ribblehead Viaduct 
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By now we were running a bit behind schedule so the decision was made to miss out the stop in 
Hawes and to go straight on to Devil’s Bridge at Kirkby Lonsdale for a short break there. So as we 
dropped down the hill into Hawes it was a quick hello then goodbye to the town as we turned left onto 
the A684 towards Sedbergh. It was spotting with rain as we approached Devil’s Bridge and by the 
time we had all parked up one of the ‘showers’ that had been promised by the forecasters descended 
on us in earnest resulting in the dreaded water-proofs being required once again. 

After a soggy half hour or so spent largely struggling to get waterproof trousers over riding boots, it 
was back on the road again in the rain heading towards Long Preston to retrace our tracks back 
towards Manchester. After a short time, the rain stopped and the clouds peeled away to reveal a 
lovely blue sky and warm sunshine for which we were now over dressed and overheated. 

A second fuel stop was made at the Ribble Valley Retail Park on the A59 near Clitheroe where the 
group said their goodbyes. The promised ice cream (or coffee) at the Pendle View Fisheries was 
another casualty of the day due to the time factor so it was back on the bikes and off in the direction 
of the Simister Island interchange where the group began to split up as people started to make their 
respective ways home. 

A great rideout today with some stunning scenery. 

 

 

Chapter Photographer Keith managed to call order for a few moments at Blindbeck Tea Room                 
to take this group photo for the album. 
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