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th
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Ride out 

Yorkshire Sculpture Park 

This ride out claimed to offer a double helping of culture. It was to include both Sculpture and 
Yorkshire all rolled up into one neat package. Some might say this was the slightly biased view of 
those with a leaning towards the white rose side of the Pennines but having said that there was an 
enthusiastic turnout of bikes at the Decathlon car park up for this one at the slightly earlier time of 
9.45 am on a fine Sunday morning. After a quick chat it was off round the M60 and onto the M67 to 
meet up with a few more recruits at the McDonald’s near Hattersley. 

The well renown John from Hull had planned and was leading this one so with everyone gathered 
round and paying close attention he delivered his pre-ride briefing. Now numbering some 16 bikes 
and with one pillion aboard the group set off on the A628 Woodhead Road and eventually onto the 
A6024 up to Holme Moss. From the summit by the transmitter tower we were treated to views 
stretching over the Holme Valley and beyond.  

         

Riding over Holme Moss Summit 

 On reaching Holmfirth, home of Last of the Summer Wine TV series, we turned right in the town 
centre onto the A635 heading in the direction of New Mill and then left on the A636 to pass through 
Denby Dale and Scissett. 

After a quick fuel stop to top up a peanut tank we arrived at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and parked 
up the bikes in the car park. Here we were met by a delightful young lady who gave us a warm 
Yorkshire welcome and told us that we would have to move the bikes and park in a different area as 
the bays we were occupying would be needed by visitors arriving by car. She was quite insistent and 
was supported by a remote colleague on the other end of her two way radio. What neither of them 
had been prepared for was our own white rose representative, John from Hull, who fully understood 
the welcoming ritual of the area and using his diplomatic negotiating skills, he quickly smoothed out 
the disagreement and the bikes stayed where they were. Well done John. 

 

The Yorkshire welcome 
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There was time now for a brew, a bite to eat and a stroll around the park to view the exhibits that are 
on display around the extensive 500 acre Bretton Estate. 

When the time came to leave, it was back on the bikes and a relatively short run to our ice cream stop 
at the Yummy Yorkshire Ice Cream Parlour near Penistone. It was really busy here and there was 
quite a long queue for the ice cream but eventually, everyone was fixed up with the flavour of their 
choice. Then there was just time for a quick group photograph before we set off again, this time 
heading back towards Manchester. The return route took us via Woodhead, Glossop, Marple Bridge 
and Marple finishing up on the Magnet car park in Hempshaw Lane, Stockport just across the road 
from where the Harley Davidson dealership used to be. It we here that we said our goodbyes and split 
up to make our various ways home. 

A brilliant ride out with thanks to John for all his hard work in pulling this one together. Here’s looking 
forward to the two day Lincolnshire trip next weekend –  

I wonder what sort of welcome we will receive in Lindum Colonia?   

 

 

The group at the Yummy Yorkshire Ice Cream Parlour 

 

 

It was good to have Steve and Lisa Spencer riding with us again following Steve’s recovery after his 

road traffic accident in June. 

MG 02/09/15 


