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Today’s ride out is the last one on the 2015 ride out calendar and fortunately the weather forecast 

was good for what promised to be a cracking group ride to wind up the year. Thirteen enthusiastic 

riders assembled at Decathlon Car Park at the slightly earlier time of 0945 hours on account of the 

shortening daylight hours, especially with the clocks being put back one hour last night to GMT. 

John from Hull was to be at the head of the pack again today so at around 1015 hours the group was 

on the road to the first stop off at McDonald’s in Hattersley where one more rider was waiting to join 

us. John gave his pre-ride briefing here outlining the day’s route and the all-important safety 

information. Then it was onto the A628 to Mottram and left up the A6018 to Stalybridge before 

hanging a right onto the A635 Wakefield Road, through Greenfield then left towards Meltham. 

In Meltham we took the B6107 to our lunch stop at the New Inn in Marsden. After parking up the bikes 

we stepped inside the hostelry and were welcomed by the landlord who had set aside sufficient 

seating tables to accommodate us all. Coffee was quickly made available on the bar and food orders 

were placed with hot beef baps coming out as the favoured choice of the day. 

 

Arriving at the New Inn 

 

There was time to relax and enjoy lunch here before reassembling with the bikes for the second part 

and return leg of the trip. The route now followed the A62 before turning left into Slaithwaite then left 

again down Market Place and towards Pole Gate, then left onto the A640. 
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We were now heading towards the Scammonden Bridge which is the spectacular high level bridge 

that spans the Deanhead cutting carrying the B6114 Elland to Buckstones road over the M62 

motorway in Kirklees, West Yorkshire. On opening, the bridge was the longest single-span non-

suspension bridge in the world and it is the longest concrete arch bridge in the UK.  

 

Scammonden Bridge from the M62 

Fred Dibnah fans may remember him crossing this bridge with his traction engine and caravan back 

in 2005. While stopped on the bridge surveying the surrounding area and landmarks, Fred raised 

some doubts as to whether the bridge was strong enough to take the weight of the traction engine. On 

hearing this, Fred’s mate Alf responded by saying, “If there’s any doubt about it holding the weight 

we’d best bloody get going”. So with the collective weight of 14 Harley Davidson motorcycles in mind, 

it was perhaps wise that we followed Alf’s suggestion and crossed the structure without stopping! 

            

Crossing the bridge with the view of the M62 below 

After the bridge we made our way into Barkisland and Ripponden before starting to head back home. 

Crossing Rishworth Moor, we crossed back under the M62 on the A 672 on through Denshaw and 

down into Oldham. The ride finished at the Texaco garage on the A62 just before the M60. Time here 

to say our goodbyes before heading off in our separate directions to hibernate for the winter.  

 



 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

 

 

Arriving at the Texaco garage  

A brilliant ride out to bring the official ride out season to a close. Thanks again to John for leading us 

faultlessly round the route and for getting us all home safely well before the sun went down. 

Roll on spring 2016.  

 

 

MG 10/11/15 


