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th

 January 2016 

Chapter Meeting 

 

Hatters Chapter AGM and Curry Supper 

 

On Monday 11th January 2016, the Hatters Chapter held its Annual General Meeting of 2016 at the 

Burnage Rugby Club. This included the election of a new committee for the year ahead and a Curry 

Supper provided free of charge to members by the chapter. The evening was well attended with an 

estimated sixty members turning up on the night to get the New Year off to a good start. 

Chapter Director Arthur Arrowsmith kicked the proceedings off by standing down the current 

committee and distributed voting forms among the members for the election of the new committee for 

2016. Most of the retiring committee members had put their names forward for another term with just 

a couple of positions standing vacant. While the members were considering their committee choices 

there was time to enjoy the excellent curry supper which had been laid on by the staff of the rugby 

club. 

While counting of the submitted voting forms was taking place, the other business of the evening 

continued with the presentation of the Chapter Special Awards. These are HOG awards presented 

annually to individuals in the Chapter for their help and ‘Going that extra mile’ for the benefit of the 

members. The recipients were: 

John Paddison. - for his help in the riding season, assisting in several rides when Ross was 

unavailable and planning the Lincolnshire Wold Weekend 

Jackie Paddison - for her assistance on several ride outs and her help with the Lincolnshire Wold 

Weekend. 

Michael Greer - for his sterling contributions on the 'Mirror Check' and his donations supporting the 

Chapter raffle. 

Ross Fearn - for his efforts running and planning the Ride Outs for the Chapter Members, with his 

contribution making it a very enjoyable and successful Riding Season. 

Steve Spencer - Firstly, after suffering a very serious road accident, he made it his goal to be fit 

enough to take part in our weekend in Lincolnshire and also his donation to making our Christmas 

Party a wonderful successful evening. 

Chris Scragg - for his contribution to supporting the Chapter Raffle and his endless Donations of 

prizes. 
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On completion of the count of the voting forms the committee for 2016 was duly elected as follows: 

Director – Arthur Arrowsmith 

Assistant Director – Malcolm Broadbent 

Treasurer – Brian Mason 

Membership Officer – Arthur Arrowsmith * 

Senior Road Captain – Ross Fearn 

Secretary – Derek Hall 

Historian – Michael Greer 

Ladies of Harley – Jan Caerns 

Photographer – Keith Brewer 

Merchandise Officer – Peter Wilson 

Safety Officer – Malcolm Broadbent 

Webmaster – Keith Brewer 

*  Arthur offered a vote of thanks to the retiring Membership Officer Reece Calderbank who had 

decided to stand down this year due to increasing work and personal commitments. As there were no 

nominations put forward for this position, Arthur will take on the role for the time being.  

 

Treasurer 

Chapter Treasurer Brian Mason gave a summary of the current chapter finances and highlighted that 

2015 started with a credit balance of just under £5,500 and ended at around £6000. Despite a 

reduction in membership numbers income was only marginally down on the previous year due in part 

to support from raffles and bring and buy sales. A grand total of £1040 had been raised over the year 

for the chapter’s nominated charity which was St. Ann’s Hospice, Manchester. Thanks go to everyone 

whose efforts and contributions made this possible. A formal presentation to a representative of St. 

Ann’s will be arranged to take place at a forthcoming chapter meeting.  

 

Senior Road Captain 

Senior Road Captain Ross Fearn advised that together with assistance from Jackie and John 

Paddison a Ride Out Programme has been put together for the 2016 season commencing with a 

‘Blow away the cobwebs ride’ set for 27th March. Copies of the 2016 Ride Out Calendar were 

available on the night and will be posted on the Hatters website in due course.      
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Other forthcoming 2016 activities mentioned during the meeting were: 

28th February – Sunday Lunch at the Red Hot Buffet and Bar, Deansgate, Manchester. Anyone 

wishing to attend should add their names to the list on the chapter notice board at the February 

meeting. 

2nd – 3rd April – Manchester Bike Show, Event City Manchester. Volunteers needed to display their 

bikes and to set-up and man the Hatters stand over the course of the weekend.  

15th – 18th April  - MCN Rally, Butlins, Skegness. Assistant Director Malcolm Broadbent advised that 

this is going to be the last time that this rally will take place.  

 

The evening’s formalities ended with the raffle which raised £140 towards club funds. 

Next Chapter meeting – Monday 8th February at Burnage Rugby Club.     
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