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 May 2016 

 

Dumfries and Galloway Weekend 

 

Over the weekend of the 13th to 15th May 2016 the Hatters Chapter set off on their eagerly awaited 

road trip to the beautiful area of Dumfries and Galloway in Scotland. It promised to be a brilliant 

weekend away with great roads, fantastic scenery, great company and even a Gretna Green Wedding 

to look forward to.   

The assembly place was Barton Aerodrome, time 0900 hours for a 0930 start. The weather was 

perfect with clear blue skies and set fair for the whole weekend. This trip was being led out by John 

from Hull so after his pre-ride briefing it was time to saddle up and hit the road.  

The start of the route took us via the busy M60, M62, M61 and then M6 heading north. After a brief 

stop at the Burton in Kendal Motorway Services for fuel it was off the M6 at junction 36 to take the 

A590 then the A591 towards Staveley for a breakfast / brunch/ lunch stop at Wilf’s Café. 

      

At Wilf’s Cafe 

 

Suitably refreshed it was time to be off again heading towards Windermere where we took a right onto 

the A592 to ride through the rugged Kirkstone Pass and on towards Ullswater. Some stunning views 

here as we crossed the pass and rode by the lake then at Penrith we re-joined the M6 heading north 

before stopping for fuel at the Carlisle Services on the M6. 

The M6 changed its name at the border becoming the A74M but we carried on regardless towards 

exit 15 for the A701 into Moffat where we took a short break for a leg stretch, coffee and refuel. The 

Rumblin’ Tum Coffee Shop and Restaurant did an excellent job of serving a sudden influx of bikers 

with refreshments of their choice then it was off again on the final leg of the day.  We headed north 

out of Moffat on the A701 towards Elvanfoot where we took the A702 down the beautiful Dalveen 

Pass. At Carronbridge we joined the A76 towards Dumfries and to our hotel. 

After settling into our rooms everyone got together for a drink and a meal and a good old chat about 

the days riding and making plans for the next morning’s ride to Gretna Green for Marie and Mike’s 

wedding. 



 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

 

Saturday dawned bright and sunny again with just a touch of frost on all the bikes early on. By 9am 

everyone was assembled to accompany the couple to their wedding venue. Right on cue the bride 

and groom’s wedding carriage arrived at the hotel in the form of a white 1979 VW Campervan. Marie 

stepped out from the foyer looking lovely in a beautiful cream coloured wedding dress along with Mike 

who had brushed up well for the occasion too. 

 

After a few photographs it was into the VW and off to Gretna with thirty or so Hatters Chapter Harleys 

in perfect formation following behind. The wedding ceremony took place without a hitch (no pun 

intended) and the couple returned to the hotel as Mr and Mrs Daulby to quickly change into their 

biking gear for the afternoon’s ride-out around the beautiful Scottish countryside. 

John was in charge again today so after his briefing it was off on the A75 then A76 up to Sanquhar 

where we stopped at the Burnside Tearoom for refreshments. After a bacon buttie or two we set off 

once again on the A76 for a while before heading west on the B741 to the next fuel stop at 

Dalmellington. 

It was here that we took the A713 southbound which has to be one of the most beautiful roads in 

Galloway passing Loch Doon, the Water of Deugh and Loch Ken before taking the A75 and the A711 

to Kirkudbright (pronounced Ker-coo-brie). We stopped here for an hour or so to look around the town 

and the harbour and to have a brew or an ice cream before setting off on the last stretch of the day 

following the coast line back round to Dumfries. 



 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

 

Kirkudbright Harbour 

On arriving back at our hotel it was a quick freshen up and into the bar for the customary post ride 

beer or wine. To round off what had been a perfect day so far we were in for one last treat as, thanks 

to the efforts of Jan our Ladies of Harley representative, our reserved section of the hotel dining room 

had been set out in wedding reception style for us all to enjoy a celebratory meal together to mark the 

occasion of Marie and Mike’s wedding earlier in the day. Steve stood up during the evening to thank 

all those whose efforts and hard work had gone into making this such a brilliant and enjoyable 

weekend for everyone and Arthur made a speech about the wedding and raised a toast to Marie and 

Mike.  

Sunday morning dawned as another lovely sunny day for more great roads to ride on our last day. 

Pre-ride briefing was at 0945 hours and everyone was saddled up for 1000 hours ready for the off 

again. Today’s route took us back to Gretna where we joined the A74M heading south to the M6. First 

stop was at Tebay services for a comfort break, a coffee and fuel for those who needed it. The group 

split up here with some taking the direct route back to Manchester led by newly qualified Road 

Captain Lisa while the remainder elected to stay with John for the scenic route via the Yorkshire 

Dales. 

The latter group took the very picturesque route along the A684 through Sedbergh, turning south at 

Hawes and down the B6255 towards the magnificent Ribblehead Viaduct. We swung a left here onto 

the B6480 through Horton-in-Ribblesdale and on to Settle where we had another fuel stop. After 

Settle we joined the A65 before the A682 at Long Preston and the A59 at Gisburn. 

Finally, what would a Hatters weekend away be without a stop for ice cream? One of the best places 

for this is Hudson’s at Chatburn just outside Clitheroe. Just enough room to park all the bikes near the 

shop while we enjoyed a flavour of choice in the late afternoon sunshine. It was then just a short hop 

to Rising Bridge where we met up one last time to say our goodbyes before heading home. 

A huge thank you must go to John and Jackie for planning, checking out the routes beforehand and 

leading the rides, also to Jan for all her sterling work in securing all the accommodation needs of the 

group. This was no mean task for a group of 41 people. And not forgetting anyone else whose 

contributions helped to make this weekend away one of the best in the chapter’s history.  

It just leaves the question – How do we follow this?                
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