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Raven Café Ride-out 

On Sunday 22nd May the ride-out was to an old favourite haunt of the Hatters - Lynn’s Raven Café at Prees 

Heath near Whitchurch in Shropshire. The meeting point was Barton Aerodrome where ten bikes and eleven 

members assembled on a fine morning ready for the run. Road Captain Jackie was leading today so after 

her pre-ride briefing we were onto the bikes and on our way. 

The route took us out on the A57 to join the M6 southbound to junction 20, then skirting Warrington on the 

A50 and A56 through Stockton Heath where we joined the A49. We then stayed on this road all the way 

down to Prees Heath where we stopped for lunch at the Raven Café which is a well-known eatery amongst 

the biking and trucking fraternities. Good wholesome but not particularly healthy fayre here with portion sizes 

that would make your dietician frown. But hopefully, once in a while we can get away with it. 
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Suitably refreshed, it was back to the bikes only to find the sky had clouded over and there was the first sign 

of rain in the air. Following a quick refuel at the adjacent filling station for those who needed to, we were on 

our way again suitably kitted out in waterproofs for the return journey. This took us via Bangor-on-Dee and 

Malpas to join the A41 at Hampton Heath heading north then threading our way through some country lanes 

to the A51 at Tarvin. It was a bit wet and windy for a while but by the time we had reached J&S Accessories 

and Fourways Café (ex Legends Café) near Delamere the sun was shining again. There was time here for a 

bit of retail therapy and another brew before heading off for home. 

Another good Hatters day out despite a bit of dodgy weather during the afternoon. Thanks go to Jackie for 

organising the route and for leading the ride. 

 

Lee Rigby Memorial Ride 

On the same day that the Raven Café ride-out took place, another group of Hatters members met up to 

attend the Lee Rigby Memorial Ride which commenced at the Rochdale Town Hall at 12 noon and was 

followed by a memorial service and laying of wreaths at the cenotaph in Middleton. The Royal Regiment of 

Fusilier Drummers and the Liverpool Corp of Drums were in attendance along with the Lord Mayor of 

Rochdale, the Rigby Family and other dignitaries.             
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