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Slaidburn - Ride-out 

Sunday’s ride-out was to the village of Slaidburn located within the Ribble Valley district of Landashire 

to visit the annual Steam Fair which is held at the rear of the local pub ‘The Hark to Bounty’ over this 

June weekend. We had stumbled across this event four years ago on one of Malcolm’s Forrest of 

Bowland ride-outs so it had been on the cards to go again one day to have another look around. 

The meeting place for this one was Decathon car park in Stockport but participants were a bit thin on 

the ground on this occasion probably due to the poor weather forecast given for the day. It was, 

however, dry when six stalwarts set off led by Head Road Captain Ross. 

 

Ross gives his pre-ride briefing 

 

The route took us anticlockwise on the M60 to join the M66 towards Haslingden. Then it was through 

Barrowford and on to Gisburn and Long Preston where we turned left onto the B6478 through 

Wigglesworth and Tosside before arriving at Slaidburn.  

The rain had held off on the way up and it was sunny and warm as we made our way on foot through 

the village towards the fair. After passing the impressive War Memorial we were greeted by the sound 

of a Verbeeck Fairground Organ that was playing outside the pub. Next to it was a vintage Leyland 

bus and people were sat at the outside tables enjoying a drink and the ‘pub grub’ in the sunshine. 
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Outside the Hark to Bounty 

 

The main display was situated behind the hostelry where there was an extensive collection of traction 

engines, steam rollers, steam lorries and static steam engines. In the adjacent field there was a fine 

collection of vintage cars, trucks and motor cycles. All in all it was a fine display and well worth a visit 

to look around. 

 

 

The Heavy Gang 
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Vintage Heaven 

 

As some of us sampled the hot pork baps at the Hog Roast Marquee, the black clouds were looming 

and we began to feel the first spots of the rain that had been forecast. So, as it was nearing our 

planned departure time, we began to make our way back to the bikes to prepare for the return ride 

home. 

In anticipation of a wet spell in the saddle, waterproofs were donned before we set off on a route 

which took us through Newton and Dunsop Bridge (often cited as the geographic centre of Great 

Britain) and then via Whitewell, Chipping and Longridge back to the ride finish point at Rising Bridge. 

We all arrived safe and sound despite the wet roads after having a really great day out. We said our 

goodbyes here and then set off again to make our various ways home. 

 

Thanks to Head Road Captain Ross for planning, organising and leading this ride-out and also to 

‘Two Pints’ for taking the ‘Rear Marker’ position. 

 

MG 17/06/2016  


