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VC Museum Doncaster - Ride-out 

On Sunday 5th June the ride-out was to the Victoria Cross Museum, Ashworth Barracks, Doncaster. 

The group assembled on a fine morning at Decathon at 0945 for a 10 o’clock start. First it was a quick 

run over to McDonald’s at Hattersley to meet up with a couple of more people. This made the total up 

to twenty bikes with twenty two members ready to make the trip across the Pennines. The club was 

pleased to welcome two new members, Steve and Julie, who were making their first Hatters ride-out 

on the day. 

John from Hull had volunteered to lead this ride-out so following his pre-ride briefing it was off over 

the Woodhead Pass for what must have been one of the best transits of this high level route that 

we’ve had for a long time. The scenery looked fantastic with the sun glistening on the waters of the 

Bottoms, Valehouse, Rhodeswood and Torside Reservoirs. 

We arrived at the museum just after midday so there was time for a bite to eat and a brew in the café 

before we started the tour. 
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The museum occupies a former school building and is run by volunteer staff who have been working 

hard for the last 18 months to bring it to its current status.  

Ashworth Barracks is named after James Ashworth who was posthumously awarded the Victoria 

Cross following his actions in Afghanistan. His Boots, Beret and Tunic were donated to the museum 

by his parents and are on display at the very beginning of the tour. These personal items are a 

poignant reminder of the sacrifices made by our armed forces in the course of their duties. He was 

just 23 when he was killed by his own hand grenade when a sniper shot him as he was about to throw 

the device into a Taliban sniper’s position. 

     

 

The museum houses an extensive collection of exhibits including artefacts, weapons and equipment 

that has been used in military conflicts dating from the First World War to the present day. Throughout 

the tour there are references to other VC recipients with information about the actions that led to their 

awards. The guides who showed us around were themselves ex-soldiers who went to great lengths to 

pass on as much information to us as they could about the exhibits in the time available. One area of 

the display known as the Ramparts covers the 1914-1918 war and the contents have been made 

available on loan by a Mr Hulse, a British WW1 enthusiast and collector, who had purchased the 

collection when the founder of the original Ramparts Museum in Belgium had died. So at the 

beginning of 2015, this collection was moved from its home in the town of Ypres to Ashworth Barracks 

where it was set out again in a similar layout to the original museum. 

Some of the other rooms are dedicated to more recent conflicts and we were able to have hands on 

experience of some of the weaponry and equipment currently used by our armed forces. The weight 

of some of the kit that these soldiers have to carry around with them was quite remarkable. 
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The museum tour went on longer than we had expected so it was around 4pm before we were back in 

the saddle and on our way home. The return route was almost the same as we took on the way out 

with the ride ending at McDonald’s Hattersley at around 5.30pm. Just time here to say cheerio then it 

was off on our various ways home.  

Thanks once again to John for another well organised and impeccably led ride-out not forgetting the 

rest of the road crew who helped to make our trip out a safe and enjoyable one. 
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