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Barley Picnic – Evening Ride-out 

 

This was the first of the evening ride-outs on the 2016 Ride-out Calendar and 14 bikes with 4 pillion 

riders turned out on a lovely warm evening to leave Decathon car park bang on time at 7.00pm to 

head off to Barley.  

Barley is a village in the borough of Pendle in Lancashire and lies between the Black Moss Reservoirs 

and the Ogden Reservoirs and is inside the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

(AONB). When ‘Googling’ the location, it should not be confused with similar sounding ‘Bali’ (as it was 

by some members) which is an island in Indonesia and would be much too far to go on an evening 

ride-out!   

Head Road Captain Ross was leading this one and the outward run took us around the M60 to the 

M66 and then onto the A56. We then picked up the A6068 and after passing through Higham we 

turned left towards Barley. 

Arriving in the village around 8pm we parked up the bikes on the car park and made our way to the 

picnic area where the more ‘nimble of foot’ amongst us managed to bag the table in the sunshine 

while the rest took the more traditional approach with a blanket on the ground. The Doc had had the 

forethought to bring his own folding chair which looked really comfortable. 

    

 

The picnic fayre had the usual mix of standards ranging from the ‘carefully prepared complete with 

picnic basket’ to the ‘hastily grabbed meal deal’ obtained from the supermarket on the way to 

Decathlon. There was also the odd bottle of plonk to be enjoyed by the non-riders amongst us. 

 

 



 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

 

The only downside to the occasion was that shortly after we arrived, and army of midges arrived to 

join us which soon had everyone devising various forms of headgear to keep them at bay. 

 

Ladies of Harley complete with anti-midge headgear  

After the food had been consumed and some discussion on what the outcome of today’s EU 

Referendum might be, it was back to the bikes for the return run. The route took us past Pendle Hill 

where we kept an eye open for the Pendle Witches but there were none to be seen. Perhaps we were 

a few days too late as it was midsummers day earlier in the week. We continued on via Downham 

passing the Assheton Arms where we had visited on an evening ride-out in 2013 then on via Sabden 

Moor, Simonstone and finishing off at Rising Bridge. We split up here to make our various ways home 

after a really enjoyable evening out on the bikes. 

   

Preparing for the return run 

Thanks once again to Ross for organising and leading this excellent ride-out. 
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