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National Memorial Arboretum 

This Sunday’s ride-out was to the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas in Staffordshire. The NMA 

has always been a favourite destination for the Hatters Chapter with annual visits on Ride to the Wall 

days as well as trips there on normal public days. As the best time to take in all that the NMA has to 

offer is probably on these ‘normal’ days it was with this in mind that another visit was planned into the 

2016 Ride-out Calendar. 

The forecast of good weather led to ten Harleys, one guest Honda Goldwing (Martin and Wendy) plus 

two other pillion riders turning up at the new start location of McDonalds in Sandy Lane Stockport for 

what promised to be a brilliant day out. Head Road Captain Ross was in charge again for this one so 

after his usual pre-ride briefing we were off on a scenic route via Marple, High Lane and Whaley 

Bridge towards Buxton. From there it was onto the A6 and then the B5004 to Ashbourne then via 

Draycot in the Clay to the Arboretum. 

 

On arrival most headed for the café for a bite to eat and something to drink to compensate for what 

was already turning into quite a hot day. There was then the opportunity to stroll around the many 

memorials that now make up this national memorial site. Many of the tributes are military in nature but 

there are also ones remembering civilian organisations as well as individual people including children.  

The main Armed Forces Memorial is currently inaccessible due to the extensive maintenance and 

refurbishment work that is in progress and will not be completed until later in the year. As a temporary 

measure, the Arboretum has created a new area featuring information about the Armed Forces 

Memorial and photography of every name on its walls. It has also created a new focal point for the 

laying of wreaths and other tributes. Also, a new Remembrance Centre is under construction which 

will feature a remodelled restaurant and separate café, a large welcome and orientation area, and the 

addition of an exhibition space dedicated to the interpretation of Remembrance and how it impacts us 

as individuals, as families and as a society. 
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Temporary focal point  

 

We spent a couple of hours walking around just a few of the other 300 memorials, each with a story to 

be discovered. These included the Royal Mail Group, The Bevan Boys, The Gallipoli Campaign, 

Women’s Land Army, Women’s Timber Corps, The South Atlantic Campaign  and the Home Run 

(Allied Escapers and Evaders) to name but a few. During this Somme centenary year a section of an 

authentic replica WW1 trench has been constructed at the Arboretum so visitors can explore the living 

and working conditions of those who fought in the Great War. 
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When the time came to leave for the ride home one member unfortunately discovered that he had a 

front wheel puncture, suspected to have been caused by hitting a deep pothole shortly before arriving 

at the Arboretum. Attempts to rectify the situation there and then were unsuccessful so it had to be a 

case of calling for recovery and waiting for them to arrive.  

After ensuring that the recovery arrangements had been confirmed the rest of us had to wave 

goodbye to begin the journey home. The day had really warmed up by this time and one or two 

members were beginning to feel the effects of the heat. 

The return route was via the A38 and A515 to Ashbourne then taking the A52 and A523 to Leek, 

Macclesfield, Poynton with the ride ending at McDonalds in Hazel Grove. Another brilliant ride-out and 

enjoyable day. 
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