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Sunday 11th September 2016 

 

National Coal Mining Museum 

 

It was a fine sunny day for this Sunday’s ride-out to the National Coal Mining Museum at the former 

Caphouse Colliery near Wakefield in Yorkshire. Thirteen bikes including two pillion riders turned out 

for this one for what promised to be a great ride and an interesting and informative day.  

The meeting place was McDonalds, Sandy Lane Stockport and John from Hull was leading this ride. 

So, after his pre-ride briefing it was on the road to cross the Pennines once again. Two more riders 

tagged onto the formation after we had set off bringing the total number of bikes up to fifteen. 

Another excellent run up the Woodhead Pass, second time in good weather this year, but this time we 

turned off to go up and over Holme Moss. Marvellous views as we reached the summit by the Holme 

Moss Transmitter Tower then we descended on the A6024 through Holmfirth to Honley where we 

took a right turn onto Station Road towards Farnley Tyas. Here we took a left into Woodsome Road to 

Rowley where we joined the A642 to Overton, the home of the museum. 

On arrival we were able to park up the bikes all together on the car park before making our way to 

reception where those who wanted to do the underground tour could book in. We were told that the 

fourteen budding colliers could be accommodated in one group so we were given the 1 pm time slot 

which left just enough time to go and get some lunch in the onsite cafe. 

      

      

Entertainment was on hand provided by the colourful Slubbing Billy’s North West Morris Dancers who, 

between dances, were touting for new members to join up. There were no takers from the Hatters 

troup – not that anyone admitted to anyway. 
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At the designated time we made our way to the lamp room where we were kitted out with hard hats 

and battery lamps. All contraband items including cigarettes, lighters and battery or electronically 

operated equipment (this included Harley key fobs) had to be left with the attendant in the lamp room 

while we went underground. We then stepped into the cage to descend 140 metres to discover the 

harsh realities of coal mining through the centuries. 

 

Our guide, former miner Mick Green, was able to give us a very full and enlightening account of 

mining, starting in Victorian times where women and children worked underground alongside the men, 

through to pit ponies and modern machinery. He also told us about his own personal experiences of 

working down the pit from leaving school at fifteen years of age up to him leaving the job at the time 

the coal industry was going into decline. 

The two hours or so that we were underground seemed to pass in no time at all so we were back on 

the surface handing back the kit and collecting our contraband before we knew it. 

 

Relaxing at Yorkshire Yummy Ice Cream 
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After regrouping with those who had been enjoying the sunshine while we were in the dark it was time 

to mount up and hit the road for the return journey. This meant retracing our tracks for a while before 

taking the A629 Penistone Road for a quick fuel stop then on to the Yummy Yorkshire Ice Cream 

Company for a short break before weaving our way back through Penistone and Glossop to 

Hempshaw Lane in Stockport where the ride ended. Thanks to John for leading another excellent 

ride-out and also to Jackie for looking after things at the back of the group. 

 

  

    

 

The 14 Budding Colliers 
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