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Ride To The Wall 

 

With the onset of October and the beginning of autumn it was time once again for our thoughts to turn 

towards the Ride To The Wall which is held annually at the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas 

near Lichfield in Staffordshire. This is the ninth year that the motorcycling fraternity would be 

gathering to ride together to the NMA to pay their respects and to remember those who can no longer 

ride by our side. 

As with previous years, a group of Hatters met up at Lymm services on the M6 motorway before 

proceeding to Knutsford services a few miles away, this being one of the RTTW designated timed 

start off points. The weather forecast for the day was grim so everyone had kitted up in their water 

proofs at Lymm in preparation for what might be thrown at us from the sky above. 

There was just a short wait at Knutsford before the signal was given by the marshals for everyone to 

move off. 

    

 

At Knutsford Services 
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The route was as per previous years i.e. M6, M6 Toll (Free passage for RTTW bikers) then off at T6 

onto the A38 and up to the arboretum. We soon ran into the rain as we made our way south and it 

was heavy and looked set to continue for the duration of the afternoon’s proceedings. 

Unfortunately, the group had become a bit fragmented during the ride so consequently we were not 

all  parked together on arrival. 

The Armed Forces Memorial at the NMA has been undergoing lengthy refurbishment work during the 

year and as such would not be accessible for the RTTW proceedings today. The service of 

remembrance was therefore to be carried out before the Bastion Memorial Wall which now stands 

near to the AFM. 

 

Bastion Memorial Wall 

The rain persisted throughout the afternoon’s programme of events but this did not deter the large 

number of attendees from assembling to take part in the service and wreath laying. After the Last 

Post and Reveille had been sounded, people began to make their way back to their bikes for the ride 

home. 

According to the organisers a total of 6700 motorcycles, scooters and 3 wheelers arrived at the NMA 

despite the bad weather to support Ride To The Wall, an amazing turnout given the continuous rain 

throughout the day. 
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