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Sunday 9th October 2016 

 

Haworth and Sowerby Bridge 

 

Sunday 9th October was marked up in the ride-out calendar for a run to Sowerby Bridge and Malcolm, 

our Assistant Director had the planning and leading of this ride on his ‘To Do List’. So, on what turned 

out to be a fine dry morning, 13 bikes including 3 pillion riders gathered at the McDonalds / Halfords 

car park at the top of Tiviot Way in Stockport at 10 am for what promised to be another great day out. 

With the pre-ride briefing completed it was out onto the road for 10.30 am heading for our first 

destination which was Haworth in West Yorkshire. The route on this leg took us via the M60 to meet 

with the M66 then onto and along the A56 to the M65. Turning onto Vivary Way we passed Boundary 

Mill and Colne to our right and then via the A6068 and School Lane to arrive in Haworth. We all 

managed to park in the pay and display near the church and made our way into the town for a brew 

and a bite to eat. Most of us ended up in the Apothecary Tea Rooms across the way from the Black 

Bull Pub where there was a good section of food and refreshments on offer. 

    

    

Haworth 

 

After an hour or so in Haworth we all made our way back to the bikes to prepare for the next leg of the 

ride down to Sowerby Bridge (apparently always pronounced ‘Sorby’ Bridge). We weaved our way out 

of town onto the A6033 down to Hebden Bridge where we turned left towards Mytholmroyd then a 

right up the B6138 to Crag Vale. This village is located at the start of arguably the longest continuous 
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gradient in England. There is an annual bike race up it run by the Yorkshire Road Club and in July 

2014, it formed part of the route of the 2014 Tour de France. It may be a long ordeal for the lycra boys 

but no real effort for V Twin powered bikes that we prefer.  

We were riding through Pennine moorland countryside now and there were a few black clouds 

threatening from above. A left turn by the Blackstone Edge Reservoir brought us onto the A58 

Rochdale Road heading towards Ripponden and ultimately the Wharf in Sowerby Bridge. After getting 

parked up we made our way to Gabriel’s Coffee Lounge for another helping of drinks and 

refreshments. The timing of this stop was perfect as it had just started to rain so we were able to take 

shelter while the shower passed over. 

    

    

The Wharf - Sowerby Bridge 

Suitably refreshed we were ready for the off again. The rain had stopped but the wet cobble streets 

around the Wharf area looked a bit precarious. But, nothing to fear, everyone got away safely and we 

regrouped at a nearby filling station where those who needed to were able to top up with fuel. The 

return route took us via Barkisland, over the Scammendon Bridge (see Mirror Check dated 

25/10/2015 for more about that), Marsden, Holme Moss past the transmitter tower and then dropping 

down to join the Woodhead Pass. A brief stop in a layby in Tintwistle to say cheerio brought the ride 

to a conclusion. 

Thanks to Malc for planning and leading a very enjoyable ride and also thank you to Richard for 

taking on the role of rear marker. Just one more official club ride-out on the 2016 calendar in two 

weeks’ time. Let’s hope the weather holds out for us.  
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