
 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

Monday 9th January 2017 

 

Hatters Chapter AGM and Hot Pot Supper 

The Hatters Chapter kicked 2017 off to a good start on Monday 9th January by holding their combined 

Annual General Meeting and Hot Pot Supper Evening at the usual chapter meeting venue of Burnage 

Rugby Club near Stockport. Despite the cold dark winter’s evening the event was well attended by 

members who were keen to grab the 2017 committee positions or perhaps it was just the temptation 

of the rugby club’s excellent hot pot!. Whatever the reason it was a good turn out with all seats taken 

and standing room only when chapter director Arthur called the meeting to order by declaring that the 

food was ready to be served. 

 

Election of New Committee for 2017 

After everyone had enjoyed the excellent food, which had been prepared by the rugby club staff, the 

formalities of the evening commenced with Chapter Director Arthur Arrowsmith standing down the 

current committee and distributing voting forms among the members for the election of the new 

committee for 2017. The retiring committee members had put their names forward for another term 

with just a couple of positions standing vacant. Chapter member Heather Kealey had put herself 

forward for the vacant Membership Officer role. While the members were considering their committee 

choices Arthur continued with the other matters of the evening.  

 

Presentation of Cheque to North West Air Ambulance  

Arthur and Brian presented a cheque on behalf of the chapter to North West Air Ambulance which 

was the chapter’s nominated charity for 2016. David Thompson representing NWAA gratefully 

received the cheque for £1500 which represented the total amount raised by the chapter through 

various fund raising events and activities. Mr. Thompson thanked the chapter for its efforts in raising 

this money explaining that the charity needs to raise in excess of £7 million each year to meet the 

costs of maintaining the service to ensure that they are there when needed. The organisation receives 

no government funding or National Lottery gifts and are solely reliant on the generosity of their 

supporters and members. 
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Hatters Nominated Charity for 2017 

The nominated Hatters charity for 2017 was announced as Maggie’s Cancer Support.  Maggie’s 

provides free practical, emotional and social support to people with cancer and their families and 

friends following the ideas about cancer care originally laid out by Maggie Keswick Jencks. Maggie’s 

have 19 centres located at NHS cancer hospitals in the UK, online and abroad.  

 

Chapter Special Awards 

Arthur went on to present a number of Chapter Special Awards. These are HOG awards presented 

annually to individuals in the Chapter for their help and ‘Going that extra mile’ for the benefit of the 

members. The recipients were: 

John and Jackie Paddison. – For their continued work in planning and leading weekend road trips 

and ride-outs throughout the 2016 riding season.  

Ross Fearn - For his continued efforts in planning and leading ride-outs for the chapter members 

including the overall management of the ride-out calendar throughout the year. 

Paul Bradley and Dave Barr – For their sterling fundraising efforts particularly during the Manchester 

Bike Show where a significant contribution to the final charity total was collected. 

 

New Manchester Dealership – Arthur had some positive news regarding the long awaited new 

Manchester Harley Davidson Dealership. The word is that all planning issues have been resolved and 

they will be breaking ground on the site around January / February time. The dealer principal has 

indicated that the Hatters will be adopted as the resident chapter and that a name change will not be 

necessary. Arthur will be attending a HOG director’s meeting at the end of January where hopefully 

there will be even more information forthcoming.  

 

2017 Committee 

On completion of the count of the voting forms the committee for 2017 was duly elected as follows: 

Director – Arthur Arrowsmith Safety Officer – Malcolm Broadbent 

Assistant Director – Malcolm Broadbent Webmaster – Keith Brewer 

Treasurer – Brian Mason 

Membership Officer – Heather Kealey 

Senior Road Captain – Ross Fearn 

Secretary – Derek Hall 

Historian – Michael Greer 

Ladies of Harley – Jan Arrowsmith 

Photographer – Keith Brewer 

Merchandise Officer – Peter Wilson 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Chapter Treasurer Brian Mason advised that despite a seventh year as an ‘orphan chapter’ without a 

supporting dealership, membership grew during 2016 with some of the newcomers being as a direct 

result of the chapter’s attendance at the Manchester Bike Show. He thanked those who have stayed 

with the club and the new members for their support. 

Brian went on to thank the members who helped to raise the £1500 for the chapter’s charity North 

West Air Ambulance due in no small part to a collection weekend at Tesco’s and at the Bike Show. 

Financially we began the year with £6700 in the bank and ended with a balance of £6800, of which 

some £200 is held in cash.  These sums include funds that are due to our charity. The 2016 

Christmas party cost £1500 and another £500 was spent on the BBQ, Curry and hot pot meetings. 

The ability to fund these events was due in no small part to the membership supporting raffles, 

chapter merchandise and other events throughout the year. Membership dues were £200 up on the 

previous year and merchandise sales brought in £114 more than the previous year. With the potential 

of a new dealership in the New Year hopefully we can be looking at a good year and a further 

increase in membership. 

 

Brecon Beacons Weekend – 12th -14th May 2017  

John Paddison (Road Captain) advised that the planned Brecon Beacons weekend road trip will take 

place 12th-14th May this year. Accommodation has been reserved at the Premier Inn in Gloucester 

and Jan Arrowsmith (our Ladies of Harley representative) has been working hard to secure more 

rooms so that nobody misses out.  

There will be a scenic ride down on the Friday of about 150 miles then on the Saturday there will be 

an optional ride around the Brecon Beacons National Park of between 150 – 180 miles. Evening meal 

together in the accompanying restaurant for those who want to participate. The return run on the 

Sunday will be by a different but no less scenic route arriving back in Manchester at tea time.  

Anyone wanting to come along should contact Jan as soon as possible to secure accommodation.  

 

2017 Ride-out Calendar  

Head Road Captain Ross Fearn advised that he has met together with the other active road captains 

during December to plan the 2017 Ride-out Calendar. This year the workload will be shared between 

the team of active Road Captain members with each one taking on the required planning and leading 

responsibilities for a number of the rides. 

The team will be boosted this year with two members set to attend the road captain training course in 

April. There is still one place available on the same course, if anyone is interested please contact 

Arthur as soon as possible. 

Copies of the 2017 Ride-out Calendar were available on the night. 
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Photos 

Photographer Keith Brewer advised that there is a CD available containing a collection of all the 

chapter photographs for 2016. There are available to members at £5 per copy the proceeds of which 

will go to the 2017 nominated charity. 

Submitted photographs from members are always welcome for inclusion on the Hatters website.  

 

Manchester Bike Show 

Assistant director Malcolm Broadbent announced  that volunteers are required to show their bikes at 

the forthcoming Manchester Bike Show being held for a 6th year at Event City on 25th and 26th March 

2017. The aim is to present a diverse selection of bike models and colours on the Hatters Chapter 

Stand so anyone interested should make themselves known to Arthur or Malcolm. The organisers 

grant three free entry tickets to anyone who displays their bike at the show. 

 

Raffle  

The meeting was concluded as always with the raffle which raised £125 towards the club’s funds. 

Thanks to all members who contributed. 

 

Visitors 

The chapter was pleased to welcome Daren and Maxine who had come along to see what the Hatters 

get up to on meeting night.  

 

MG 12/01/17  


