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Port Sunlight 

via bridges, roundabouts and the occasional traffic light. 

We had a really good turnout for this ride through Cheshire led by our own Pete “Two Pints” Wilson 

with twenty-one bikes and three pillions arriving at Barton for our pre ride briefing. Newly qualified 

Road Captain, Richard volunteered to ride as sweeper with our Deputy Director, Malc bringing up the 

rear. Pete’s outward route took us along Cadishead Way and over the Warburton Toll Bridge where 

he presumably paid for all of us to pass over the bridge before we rumbled through Lymm, Frodsham 

and on to the A41 that led eventually to the beautiful conservation area of Port Sunlight. We did have 

to negotiate several bridges, a lot of traffic lights and several roundabouts – one of them twice for 

some riders! On arrival at this conservation area all the bikes were able to park in a line in front of the 

Art Gallery and it was a grand site with the noonday sun gleaming off the chrome and glittery 

paintwork. 

 

Viscount Leverhulme and the birth of the village 

William Hesketh Lever (later Viscount Leverhulme) built Port Sunlight to house the workers at his 

soap factory, Lever Brothers, which eventually became the global giant, Unilever. The village holds a 

unique place in the history of urban planning and represents one man’s vision to provide industrial 

workers with decent, sanitary housing in a considered architectural and picturesque form. 

However, rather than a philanthropic venture, Lever claimed it was all part of a business model he 

termed ‘prosperity-sharing’. Rather than sharing the profits of the company directly with his 

employees, Lever provided them with decent and affordable houses, amenities and welfare provisions 

that made their lives secure and comfortable and enabled them to flourish as people. It was also 

intended to inspire loyalty and commitment. 
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Lever also campaigned for better welfare and a shorter working day, and supported education and 

medical projects. His passion for art and architecture can be seen throughout the village, not just at 

the purpose-built Lady Lever Art Gallery, making the village an enduring testament to his remarkable 

achievements. 

Lunch could be taken in the pub or the museum café and several members took up this option before 

visiting the museum and one of the homes that has been preserved in its original condition. The 

project stared in 1888 and was given Conservation Area status in 1973. There are 900 Grade 2 listed 

buildings on the site that is managed by “The Village Trust” and costs over £2,000,000 a year to 

maintain the properties, excellent gardens and one of the best war memorials I have ever seen. More 

than 500 workers from the site perished over two world wars. This being St. Georges day there was to 

be a scout parade in the main square so it was necessary for us to leave before they closed the roads 

for the service. Pete gave a swift briefing before we fired up our bikes and left in a long column as the 

visitors waved us off. 

 

The War Memorial 

The route back was a reasonably swift one via A roads until we stopped at a lay by on the A556 to 

take our leave and ride home.  This gave several of us the opportunity to ride along the new Tatton 

(George Osborne) by pass making my journey home somewhat quicker than it used to be.  

This was a very enjoyable day and many thanks to Pete for planning it, paying the toll fees and even 

providing us with vouchers for 2 for 1 entry into the museum. Thanks also to Richard and Malc for 

bringing up the rear and making sure everyone got there. 

Submitted by Brian Mason – 2404/17 
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