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Kettlewell 

Or A Ride to the Dark Side! 

It was sunny and warm as Harley Davidsons began to assemble at Barton Aerodrome for today’s ride 

out to Kettlewell in the Yorkshire Dales. The airfield was very busy as it was hosting the American 

Auto Club North West’s meeting and lots of Classic American Gas Guzzlers were arriving as we got 

together for the pre-ride briefing. 

After outlining the route and reading out the mandatory safety information, Brian our Road Captain 

and leader for the day reminded us of the usual hazards associated with the area in which we would 

be riding, i.e. cattle grids, free roaming sheep, cyclists and possible horses. Also, on a section of the 

B road towards Kettlewell, to be aware of the risk of low flying (and dead in the road) pheasants! He 

finished off by saying that we could expect to have a fine weather ride today but it may be a bit 

overcast as we venture into the Dales. 

The outbound route was via the M60, M66, A56 then onto the A6068 to Sabden with a petrol stop at 

Gisburn for the smaller tanks. From Gisburn we dropped onto the A59 to Skipton before following the 

Grassington road on to Kettlewell. True to Brian’s weather prediction it became somewhat less sunny 

and cooler over the last few miles up in Wharfedale as we approached our destination. 

After arriving and parking up the bikes people began to drift off to the various cafes and watering 

holes for refreshments. There was also time to wander around to take in the sights and sounds of this 

picturesque Yorkshire Dales village. 
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With everyone suitably refreshed there was just time for the obligatory group photo before mounting 

up for the return run. Initially this was via the same roads we had come along as far as the A59 but 

then continuing on Grassington Road into Skipton where we navigated the main street and out on the 

Keighley Road to Carleton. This became the old Skipton Road bringing us into Colne before 

connecting with the M65 and then the A56 back to Rising Bridge where the ride officially ended. From 

here everyone made their own way home after enjoying another excellent Hatters ride-out. 

The total mileage from Barton to Rising Bridge was 105 miles so quite a leisurely day’s riding. 

The Chapter was pleased to welcome two new riders on today’s run, Hubert and Mark, hoping they 

enjoyed the experience and will join us again on future ride-outs. The final headcount for the day was 

26 bikes and 4 pillions. 

Thanks you to Brian for planning and leading the ride and also the other road crew members who 

helped to make it a safe and enjoyable day out. 

 

May the Force be with you 

MG 15/05/17  


