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Assistant Director Malcolm Broadbent had kept the itinerary of this ride close to his chest until a week 

or so before the day. Previously he had only indicated that it would be a full day’s riding covering 

greater than usual distances for a Sunday ride-out. So when the covers finally came off and 

destination North Yorkshire was announced it promised to a good day out especially as the route 

included a stop off at Whitby, an old Hatters favourite up on the north east coast. 

The start point was McDonalds Hattersley close to the Mottram end of the M67 and because of the 

distance to be covered an earlier than normal departure time of 9.00am was declared. It was a fine 

sunny morning and the forecast looked good especially for the eastern side of the country. Thirteen 

bikes and just one pillion rider turned up for this one and after a quick brew and breakfast for some it 

was off over the Woodhead Pass all the way to the M1 then taking the A1 and A64 towards York. 

The first stop of the day was at the Highwayman 

Café on the A64 Malton Road for a break / coffee 

etc. We’d had a good clear run so far so we were 

pulling into the parking area in front of the café at 

around 10.15am. Time here for refreshments 

and the other necessities while enjoying the 

lovely sunshine made all the better when a 

phone call home revealed that it was already 

raining on the Manchester side of the Pennines. 

Back on the road again we continued on the A64 

to Malton where we turned onto the A169 

towards Pickering. A short fuel stop there for 

those who needed a top up then onwards 

towards Whitby.  

 

A stop for a ‘Kodak’ opportunity at the Hole of 

Horcum viewpoint was a must then quickly 

onwards again soon catching a glimpse of the 

foreboding structure of the RAF Fylingdales 

Radar Installation in the distance to our right 

(also part of the Ballistic Missile Early 

Warning System BMEWS). 
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Next we had the sea in view in front of us 

and in no time we were dropping down into 

Whitby and arriving at the car parks along 

the quayside. It was quite busy and it took 

a little while for everyone to find a parking 

space but we were soon making or way 

into town to take in the sea air, fish and 

chips and ice cream for some. Just as we 

were eating the fish and chips there was a 

sudden downpour of large raindrops falling 

from a very black cloud overhead but it 

went away as quickly as it came and that was the only rain we had over the whole day. 

 

   

 

As the departure time approached we made our way back to the bikes all the time keeping a sharp 

lookout for an odd character with sharp pointed teeth dressed in black. He was nowhere to be seen, 

probably holed up somewhere waiting for the sun to go down! 

 

All formed up we were on the road again heading along the top of the North York Moors on route to 

Guisborough which was to be the second fuel stop of the day. Most took the opportunity to fill up here 

before continuing down the A173 to Stokesley. A left turn here onto the B1257 which took us to 

Helmsley where we stopped for a while to have a look around this picturesque Yorkshire town. 
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Leaving Helmsley on the on the A170 we descended the notorious 

Sutton Bank (25% gradient) on the way to Thirsk then onto the 

A168 and A61 Ripon Bypass where we had the last fuel stop of the 

day. 

Continuing on the A61 to meet the A59 which we followed through 

to Gisburn where we took a left onto the A682. Following this road 

through to Nelson we hopped onto the M65 for a short while to 

junction 8 where we took the A56 down to Rising Bridge which was 

the end point of the ride. 

A big thank you to Malc for what turned out to be a brilliant day on 

the bikes. The roads and scenery were great and the weather was 

just perfect. Thanks also to Arthur for officiating at the rear of the 

group. The distance from start to finish point was around 250 

miles. A long but extremely enjoyable day in the saddle and the 

target of ‘home before dark’ was achieved. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                       Sorry I missed you! 

MG 17/06/17 
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