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Castleton  

An Evening Ride-out 

 

The second evening ride-out on the Hatters 2017 calendar saw a group of 16 bikes and 2 pillion riders 

set off from Decathlon in Stockport for a scenic run out to Castleton. Jackie was in charge of this one 

having done the planning and reccying and now ready to lead the way on the night. Arthur took the 

role of rear marker and by 7.00 pm we were on the road heading for the Derbyshire countryside. The 

weather had been fine until just before departure time when a few drops of rain prompted some to 

don the waterproofs as a precautionary measure. 

The route took us initially through the centre of Stockport passing the site of the old Manchester 

Harley Davidson dealership in Hempshaw Lane. We then made our way towards Marple before 

joining the A6 at High Lane. Following this road we carried on through to Chapel-en-le-Frith and 

towards Mam Tor where we hung a left at Barber Booth to climb over the top of the hill to take in the 

stunning views as we descended into Edale. From there it was on to Hope and our destination, 

Castleton. 

 

 

Parked up in Castleton 

 

Arriving on the car park at around 8.15 pm it was just a short walk to the Bulls Head public house in 

the main street for a tea, coffee or perhaps a ‘Britvic’. Most opted for the outside seating area to relax 

for a while before making the return run back to the city. Luckily, the rain had held off since leaving 

Stockport but the sky was a bit overcast by now and this was bringing in the dusk a little earlier than 

expected. 
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Having finished the drinks we began to make our way back to the parking area where we were treated 

to an impromptu demonstration by another Harley riding couple of how not to mount the pillion seat of 

a motorcycle. After getting on the bike then gracefully toppling backwards off the seat the lady pillion 

rider in question ended up sat on the tarmac but, apparently unhurt, she had more success at getting 

her leg over on the second attempt. Following a friendly word of advice about the advantages of a 

sissy bar they went on their way probably with their pride dented a little and maybe a bruised bottom. 

Hope she didn’t experience the same problem while ascending the 1 in 5 gradient of Winnats Pass! 

Where is the camera just when you need it? 

After a quick word from Jackie about the return leg we were soon on our way again riding out of 

Castleton through Winnats Pass and then to Sparrowpit where we took a beautiful lane down to Black 

Brook and on to Chapel-en-le-Frith and Whaley Bridge to re-join the A6. Fluorescent jackets were 

beginning to glow brightly in the headlights with the daylight fading quickly as we made our way back 

towards Manchester. Encountering some rain on the way we ended the ride at the Park and Ride car 

park located behind the Rising Sun public house in Hazel Grove. The group dispersed here to make 

their various ways home after thanking Jackie for making this a most enjoyable evening out on the 

bikes. Thanks also to Arthur of course for looking after the tail end of the group.  

 

Checking out the Wi-Fi at the Bulls Head 
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