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Lakeland Motor Museum 

 

On Sunday 2nd July 2017 the Hatters Chapter set off from Barton Aerodrome heading north towards 

the Lake District. The main destination was the Lakeland Motor Museum which is located adjacent to 

the A590 between Newby Bridge and Haverthwaite. Fourteen bikes plus two pillion riders made up 

the group following Head Road Captain Ross who led the ride. It was an early departure time of 

9.30am initially taking the well-ridden route of M60 / M61 and M6 with a refuelling stop / break at 

Lancaster Services. 

 We then continued on the M6 until junction 35 where we left the motorway and joined the A6 

travelling towards Milnthorpe finally taking the A590 to bring us to the museum. 

Prior arrangements had been made for us to park the bikes on the paved area outside the museum’s 

main entrance which created a point of interest for visitors entering and leaving the museum. 

    

 

First port of call was the Café Ambio for a brew and a bite to eat then into the main building to look 

around the unique collection of some 30,000 exhibits. This includes 140 classic cars and motorbikes 

and perhaps the largest collection of motoring memorabilia on public display in the UK. There is also 

a Campbell Bluebird Exhibition housed in a separate building which pays tribute to the racing careers 

of Sir Malcolm and Donald Campbell.  This collection includes full size replicas of the 1935 Bluebird 

Car, 1939 Bluebird Boat K4 and 1967 Jet Hydroplane Bluebird K7. It was in this boat (K7) that Donald 

Campbell lost his life on the 4th January 1967 during a speed record attempt on Coniston Water. 
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Spot the spelling mistakes! 

The return journey took us through Grange over Sands before re-joining the A590 for another 

refuelling stop. Back on the A6 north of Milnthorpe then onto the M6 motorway for a short hop to 

junction 34 where we headed east towards Quernmore and through the Trough of Bowland to Dunsop 

Bridge. This village is often cited as the geographic centre of Great Britain although the exact point is 

said to be at Whitendale Hanging Stones near Brennand Farm 4½ miles to the north. There was just 

time here for an ice cream at the Puddleducks café before riding the final leg back to Rising Bridge 

near Accrington. 

    

Another cracking ride-out with the usual mix of good roads, brilliant scenery and the best company. 

Thank you to Ross for leading this one and also to Richard for doing all the planning and preparation 

work. And not forgetting Arthur and Pete for doing their usual sterling job at the back of the group. 

MG 10/07/17 


