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For 2017 the Hatters Chapter chose to support Maggie’s as their nominated charity for the year.  

Maggie’s is an organisation  that offers free practical, emotional and social support to people with 

cancer and their families and friends following the ideas about cancer care originally laid out by 

Maggie Keswick Jencks. They currently have 19 centres located at NHS cancer hospitals in the UK, 

online and abroad.  

The Maggie’s centre local to the Hatters is based at the Christie Hospital in Manchester and it was 

from here that the chapter planned to set off on a fundraising ride to one of the other Maggie’s 

locations which on this occasion was chosen to be Maggie’s Merseyside based at the Clatterbridge 

Hospital on the Wirral. 

So, on what promised to be a sunny and warm day, 12 bikers and 4 pillion riders met up at the Robert 

Parfett building in Kinnaird Road where they were warmly welcomed by the Maggie’s team led by 

Ruth Tobi who is the centre’s fundraising organiser. Tea, coffee and cakes were available in 

abundance and there was time to have a look around the building and facilities and to chat with the 

staff and other visitors who were there on the day. 

    

After an hour or so absorbing the warm and friendly atmosphere of the centre it was time to set off on 

the ride to the Wirral. With balloons and scarves waving the group rode off to applause from the 

Maggie’s team and the Christie neighbours who had come out to see what was going on.  

The route via Lymm, Daresbury, Frodsham and Helsby took about an hour and a quarter to complete 

with the group arriving at Maggie’s Merseyside to be greeted with another warm and friendly welcome 

by the Maggie’s team. More tea, coffee and treats were available and time again to relax for a while in 

the comfortable surroundings of the centre. To mark the occasion each participant on the ride was 

presented with a Maggie’s Pin. 



 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

 

A total of £205 was raised for the charity fund on the day made up of contributions from those taking 

part on the ride and a donation from a member of the public at Clatterbridge who had spent some 

time ‘Talking Bikes’ with chapter director Arthur Arrowsmith. 

Before leaving Clatterbridge, the chapter made a £100 donation to Maggie’s Merseyside as a thank 

you for their hospitality. 

 

 

The return ride called in at the picturesque village of Parkgate nestled away on the west coast of 

South Wirral for an ice cream treat before heading back to Manchester to bring the day to a close. 

Thanks to Head Road Captain Ross Fearn for planning and leading this most enjoyable and 

rewarding ride out. 
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