
 

HATTERS MIRROR CHECK 

Monday 8th January 2018 

 

Hatters Chapter 2018 AGM and Chilli Supper Night 

The Hatters Chapter set the new year rolling on Monday 8th January by holding their combined Annual 

General Meeting and Chilli Supper Evening at their chapter meeting venue of Burnage Rugby Club 

near Stockport. After the customary exchange of New Year greetings it was straight into the first 

important part of the proceedings which was the Chilli Supper which had been prepared by and was 

served by the rugby club’s staff. 

 

Election of New Committee for 2018 

After everyone had enjoyed the food the formalities of the evening commenced with Chapter Director 

Arthur Arrowsmith standing down the current committee and distributing voting forms among the 

members for the election of the new committee for 2018. A number of standing committee members 

had put their names forward for a further term along with a couple of new names offering to take 

positions that had become vacant. While the members were considering their committee choices 

Arthur continued with the other matters of the evening.  

 

Chapter Special Awards 

Arthur went on to present a number of Chapter Special Awards. These are HOG awards presented 

annually to individuals in the Chapter for their help and ‘Going that extra mile’ for the benefit of the 

members. The recipients were: 

John and Jackie Paddison. – For their continued work in planning and leading weekend road trips 

and ride-outs throughout the 2017 riding season.  

Ross Fearn - For his continued and long standing efforts in planning and leading ride-outs for the 

chapter members including the overall management of the ride-out calendar throughout the year. 

Malcolm Broadbent -  For his support and contributions to the chapter as Assistant Director, Safety 

Officer and as Road Captain planning and leading ride outs.     

Paul Bradley – For assisting road captains in planning / recceing ride outs and his fundraising efforts 

in support of the chapter’s nominated charity 

 

2018 Committee 

On completion of the count of the voting forms the committee for 2018 was duly elected as follows: 

Director – Arthur Arrowsmith Safety Officer – Richard Kinsey 

Assistant Director – Brian Mason Webmaster – Keith Brewer 

Treasurer – Brian Mason 

Membership Officer – Angela Scott 

Senior Road Captain – Richard Kinsey 
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Secretary – Derek Hall 

Historian – Michael Greer 

Ladies of Harley – Jan Arrowsmith 

Photographer – Keith Brewer 

Merchandise Officer – Peter Wilson 

 

Manchester Bike Show – 24th 25th March 2018 

Arthur confirmed that the Hatters will again be in attendance at the Manchester Bike Show this year 

occupying the same floor area as last year but not sharing with Diva Legion on this occasion. 8-10 

bikes will be needed for display and this number will ensure there is sufficient room for visitors and 

members to move comfortably around the stand. A list of bikes / volunteers will be drawn up at the 

next chapter meeting.  

 

Five Counties, Two Countries Weekend – 11th 13th May 2018 

There are still a couple of rooms available in this weekend away for anyone who wants to attend and 

does not already have their names on the list. (See attached itinerary at the end of this report). 

 

Snowdonia Weekend 1st 2nd September 2018 

Twenty rooms are booked so far. More rooms have just become available so make sure those 

wishing to attend get their names on the list as soon as possible. (Premier Inn, Bangor). (See 

attached itinerary at the end of this report). 

 

New Dealership 

 Arthur advised that work on the new site is continuing with the structure taking shape for the 

workshop area and the mezzanine floor is in place. Target for completion is End March /Beginning 

April 2018. 

Discussion on the choice of a new name for the chapter is ongoing. Members having a view on this 

were requested to submit their name suggestions for consideration via Chapter Photographer Keith 

Brewer. The chapter has advised that it will assist members with the costs involved in replacing 

existing chapter patches resulting from the name change. 

 

Funeral Ride 19th January 2018 

Arthur announced the tragic news of the death of a young motorcyclist due to a road accident over the 

Christmas period. He was the 21 year old son of a friend of club member Steve Spencer. His mother 

has expressed the wish for as many as possible from the motorcycling fraternity to turn up on their 

bikes to join the funeral procession to the crematorium in Altrincham. Meeting point for Hatters 

members wishing to take part is Paul Calderbank’s garage on Manchester Road Carrington at 12:45 

hrs.  
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Road Captain’s Course 21st 22nd April 2018 

 The chapter has two places reserved on the forthcoming Road Captains Course run by HOG on 21st 

and 22nd April 2018. Anyone wishing to attend should contact Arthur as soon as possible to secure a 

place. 

 

Hadrian V Twin Tours -Talk and Slide Show Chapter Meeting 12th February 2018 

Hadrian V Twin Tours have been invited to the next chapter meeting to present a talk and slide show 

featuring the history of the Mother Road – Route 66. The presentation will be approximately 30 

minutes long.  

 

Biker Down Course – 13th January 2018 

 Eleven members have put their names down to attend the Biker Down Course being held this coming 

Saturday at Wilmslow Fire Station. The session which is free of charge will commence at 0900 hours 

and lasts for around three hours. 

 

Raffle  

The meeting was concluded as always with the raffle which raised £105 towards the club’s funds. 

Thanks to all members who contributed. 

 

 

MG 12/01/17  
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Treasurer’s Report (Submitted by Brian Mason) 

2017 Summary 

2017 was our eighth year as an orphan chapter without a dealership to call home and the new one 

promised for spring didn’t materialise although ground has now been broken and it is hoped it will be 

open in March/ April. Our attendance at the Northern bike show, on a plot shared with Chester H-D, 

was very successful with us winning a prize for our stand and collecting a few new members. We 

have continued to enjoy the facilities at Burnage and will continue to do so in the New Year. Our ride 

out programme provided varied and interesting venues with a superb long weekend in the Brecon 

Beacons and a wet, but none the less adventurous Lake District overnighter. We must thank Ross 

Fearn particularly for his service as Head Road Captain for the last four years. 

Our Charity for the year was Maggie’s Centre in Manchester. This is a day centre for cancer patients 

and their families providing comfort, help and a calm place to recover from treatment that was 

nominated by a member who had found them to be a great help when he needed it. Another of our 

members has also had the misfortune to need help during the year and benefitted from their unique 

approach. The total raised in the year was £3300 due in no small part to sponsorship of our treasurer 

and his son taking on the challenge of running the Manchester 10k and a 50K canal run. Members 

also assisted at collections and a ride to Maggie’s on Merseyside to add to the funds and many 

thanks must go to everyone who helped raise this excellent amount.  

Financially we began the year with £6800 in the bank and ended with a balance of £5600, of which 

some £200 is held in cash.  The Christmas party this year cost £1772 and another £520 was spent on 

the BBQ, Curry and hot pot meetings. I hope those of you who attended these events think it was 

worthwhile. The ability to fund these events was due in no small part to the membership supporting 

raffles, Chapter merchandise and other events throughout the year. Membership dues were £250 

down on last year accounted for by the discount reward offered to members that had continued to 

support the Chapter since the closure of the Stockport dealership. Merchandise sales were up by 

£600 mainly due to sales of the new ‘Life Behind Bars’ T shirts and HOG patches etc. to new 

members.   

The New Year and the anticipated adoption by the new dealership will bring a bit of uncertainty 

because of the proposed change of name of the Chapter and any conditions that may apply. The 

Committee will endeavour to negate the financial effects on existing members caused by any 

rebranding required. 

It is believed that the Chapter has provided a good return on your membership fees if you chose to 

attend all of these events. 

Cheers and keep the rubber on the road and the shiny side up. 
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FIVE COUNTIES, TWO COUNTRIES – May 11th, 12th and 13th, 2018-01-03 (Submitted by Brian Mason) 

The trip will start from Barton at 10am and head on to the M60, M66 and the A59, stopping briefly 

at McDonald’s for fuel before riding on to Gisburn and taking a route through Long Preston and on 

to the Hideaway Cafe for a brew stop. 

After refreshment we will follow the M6 up to junction 40 where we will turn east and follow the 

scenic A686 up to the Hartside Cafe for further rest and refreshment. The A686 has several twisties 

and a right hand hairpin to negotiate before the Cafe. After the rest stop we will have a short ride 

into Alston for another refuelling opportunity before linking up with the A689 and riding on to our 

hotel in the north of Carlisle at about 5.00pm for check in. Please refuel at the nearby station to be 

ready for the morning ride. Today’s route will be about 157 miles from Barton. 

 

Day 2. Assembling at 9.00am for a 9.30am 

start we will follow the A689 east, then, 

following ‘B’ roads, we ride past Lanercost 

Priory and alongside Hadrian’s Wall for 

several miles before dropping down into the 

town of Hexham where we can refuel and 

have a short break before heading north 

into the Keilder Forest. Our lunch stop will 

be in Jedburgh where there are retail 

therapy opportunities and fuel if you need 

it. The last leg takes us down the A7 through 

Hawick with a scheduled stop in the small 

town of Langholm where there is ice cream 

available. Returning to our hotel we will 

have completed another 155 miles through 

some great scenery. 

 

Day 3. I propose to leave at about 10.00am following the M6 briefly before turning on to the A6 and 

following it over Shap and through Kendal to a petrol stop on the A65. We will stop for a 

refreshment break at the Goat Gap Cafe before following the A59 to McDonalds and fuel at Rising 

Bridge, where the ride will officially end after 105 miles. 

                                           A686 and Hartside Cafe 

                                                  Keilder reservoir 
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SNOWDONIA WEEKEND (Submitted by John Padison) 

SATURDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2018 

We’ll be departing Barton at 1000 on Saturday, 1 September 2018, riding a few miles 

west to the Welsh border, then southwest with the scenery growing more beautiful 

with every mile. 

After stopping for brunch, we head further into this magical, mystical land of dragons 

to ride through the most stunning landscapes in the whole of the United Kingdom. 

The first day’s ride will take in mountains, passes, lakes and picture postcard villages. 

As usual, we’ll have a few wee breaks, coffee stops, leg stretches, and fuel stops.  

Reaching our hotel, the Premier Inn at Bangor, late afternoon, we can put the bikes to 

bed, get tidied up and (for those who wish to) take advantage of the meal deal. 

Total mileage for the day approx. 150 miles 

Riding time for the day approx. 4 hours 

SUNDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2018 

Early breakfast for a 1000 start as we’ve still got lots to see. 

More mountains and lakes, more picture postcard villages and some of the prettiest 

coast this side of Yorkshire. What’s not to like? 

We’ll mainly be riding different roads today, where possible, but the views will be just 

as jaw-dropping as yesterday. 

Although we’ll cover a few more miles today, we’re aiming to be back in Manchester 

around tea time. 

Total mileage for the day approx. 180 miles 

Riding time for the day approx. 5 hours 

Total mileage for the weekend approx. 330 miles 

This will be the ninth in the latest series of Hatters’ Weekends, and possibly the last in 

this format, so get signed up quickly on the booking sheet, or contact Jan Arrowsmith 

by email at jancaerns@hotmail.com 

 


