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Dear Sir/Madam,
As a Harley or Buell owner why not consider joining your local Harley Owners Group
Chapter. We are one of over 30 chapters in the UK and we have over 100 members
who meet regularly to socialize, have fun and ride our bikes. We also attend rallies
throughout the UK and mainland Europe.
Our primary aim is to enjoy ourselves and make friends. On Chapter Night doors open
from 7pm and the meeting starts at 8pm, on the second Monday of each month at the
Burnage Rugby Club (see details below) but many arrive from 7pm to have a chat and
a drink.
We aim to cater for all types of members, so whether or not you are a novice rider,
advanced, ride many thousands of miles a year or just a few hundred, we aim to look
after you. We welcome your partners to join and we have a thriving social calendar to
tempt you out.
Why not come along to a meeting to see if it’s the sort of thing you might like, you
will be more than welcome. You can also check out our website at
www.mancuniumchapter.co.uk to see what we get up to.

Whatever you decide to do I wish you all the best.
Ride safely!

Arthur
Arthur Arrowsmith
Chapter Director
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Just some of the things you could be doing with
Mancunium Chapter
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Chapter Meetings

Are held at:Burnage Rugby Club
Varley Park
Battersea Road
Heaton Mersey
Stockport
SK4 3EA
0161 432 2150
On the Second Monday of the month
Doors open 7pm
Meetings start 8pm
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Mancunium Chapter Safe Riding in a Group
Rules of the Road... It’s the Law
When riding on the UK’s roads we are all subject to the laws of the Highway as described in the
Highway Code. We are all responsible for our riding habits and riding within the law. Should we
decide to break the rules, e.g., speeding or riding irresponsibly, then we are liable for prosecution by
the police. Hatters Chapter ride-outs are planned by Road Captains who will ensure that the route is
suitable and safe for group rides. Road Captains are not responsible for individual’s riding skills and
compliance with the law - IT IS THE INDIVIDUALS RESPONSIBILITY TO RIDE SAFELY AND
WITHIN THE LAW, AND OF COURSE, WHEN YOU RIDE IN A GROUP; YOU RIDE AT YOUR
OWN RISK.
Mirrors
Mirror, signal manoeuvre. When riding, you must be aware of those around you, even more-so
when riding in a group. You may not be responsible for those around you and how they ride, but if
you are in an awkward position that puts you at risk, be prepared to take appropriate action, and to
do this you need space. Check your mirrors more regularly than usual, there is another reason for
using your mirrors regularly; the Buddy System (more later).
What If You Break-down?
Organized ride-outs have a Lead Rider and Tail End Charlie; with larger groups of riders, a Road
Captain will take the role of Sweeper. The Sweeper’s duty is to assist with any breakdowns within
the group. If you break down, the Sweeper will pull up with you and check that you are safe and
assist where possible. It is advisable that you carry breakdown insurance cover as well as a mobile
phone. The Sweeper is not responsible for getting you and your bike home.
First Aid
Many Hatters Chapter Road Captains are trained for first aid. If you become ill or are injured during
a ride-out, a Road Captain will assist with First Aid where necessary.
Lead, Tail & Sweeper
All ride-outs are pre-planned to ensure the ride is safe and suitable for group riding. Usually the
Lead Rider is the one who has organized the route. The Lead Rider (wearing an orange high-viz
vest) will lead the ride-out and signal to the ride-out various instructions during the ride to ensure
safe riding and continuity of the ride. The Tail Rider, also known as the Back Marker or Tail-end
Charlie (and wearing a high-viz yellow or green vest) – is positioned at the back of the ride-out
group. His role is to mark the end of the group. Most ride-outs will also have a Sweeper (usually
wearing a high-viz yellow vest). The Sweeper’s role is simply to stay at the back of the ride, just in
front of the Tail-end Charlie and to assist with any breakdowns. He will also assist with any other
issues that may arise due to heavy traffic, lost riders, etc.
Staggered Formation & Keeping Your Distance
The general formation of a ride-out consists of the Lead Rider, the ride- out members and Tail-end
Charlie (occasionally, there will also be a Sweeper at the back with the Tail-end Charlie). The Lead
Rider will position himself in the centre or to the right of the lane; behind and to the Lead Rider’s left,
the ‘2nd Man’ positions himself/herself; behind the 2nd Man is the 3rd, staggered and behind and to
the right of the 2nd Man. This staggered formation continues down the line. Whilst riding, always
remember to use the Two Second Rule. This applies to the rider immediately in front of you, so the
staggered rider to your left (or right) would be just one second in front. Only when the road narrows
and the ride has to form a single file does the staggered formation rule change to a conventional
single file ride with suitable spacing between the rider in front, Two Second Rule applies.
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Watch Your Speed – Using the Buddy System
Each rider should make mirror checks at regular intervals to ensure they can see the rider behind
them. Should a rider see the person behind fall back substantially, then he/she should slow down.
This has the effect of slowing down the whole ride-out until the Lead Rider notices that the ride-out
has fallen back. The Lead Rider will then pull over and wait for the rest of the ride-out to re-group. It
is important to stay within the speed limits, but it is also important that riders keep up with the rider
in front. Riding with excessive gaps in the group (ie, allowing the two second rule to extend to three
or more seconds) encourages other vehicles to break into the group, disrupting the ride-out.
The Best Bit ‘till Last – The Second Man Drop-off
Hatters ride-outs use the second-man drop-off system to keep the ride heading in the right direction
at junctions and roundabouts. This involves the Ride Leader indicating to the rider immediately
behind (known as the 'second man’) to pull over to a position of safety and mark the way to the rest
of the group. The dropped-off rider remains in that position - however long it takes - until the
sweeper and back marker (in yellow or green hi-viz jackets) appear.
The simplest drop-off is the left turn junction. The Lead Rider, will, as he approaches a left junction,
indicate in the usual way, and then point to his helmet to alert the following rider, before pointing to
the kerb. The 2nd Man will indicate left and pull over, placing himself in a position that is clearly
visible to the ride-out members and other traffic. He/she must not stop where he places
himself/herself at risk.
At a right turn, the Lead Rider will indicate a turn right and then, using his left hand, will point to his
helmet then point once again to the kerb. The 2nd Man will pull over to the kerb if safe to do so, and
then point to the right so that the ride-out can clearly see that the ride-out has taken the right turn
junction. Alternately, if the right turn junction is open with no obstructions, the 2nd Man will take the
right turn and then immediately pull over allowing the rest of the ride-out to see that he has taken
the right turn junction.
Traffic lights are treated in the same way as regular road junctions. Should the route for the ride-out
be straight through a traffic light or cross-roads, then there is no requirement for a 2nd Man to drop
off.
At Roundabouts, the Lead Rider, as he takes an exit off a roundabout, will once again point to a
kerb. The 2nd Man will pull over where it is safe to do so and in sight of oncoming ride-out and
traffic to indicate which exit was taken off the roundabout by the ride-out.
At traffic lights, roundabouts and some large road junctions, ghost islands are used to control traffic.
It is rare but on occasions, where safe to do so, a Lead Rider may utilize a ghost island as an early
indication marker on the approach to a junction or roundabout.
Confusion can arise where there is a fork in the road. Lead Riders will indicate a 2nd Man drop-off
to indicate which road is the correct route for the ride-out.
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Multiple Drop-offs
Where there is a complex road configuration or busy road traffic, the Lead Rider may choose to
drop off more than one person. An example may be a large roundabout where the Lead Rider will
indicate a 2nd Man drop off on the approach to a roundabout (perhaps utilizing a ghost island) and
then another drop-off at the roundabout exit road.
Rejoining the Ride-out
As the Sweeper and Tail-end Charlie approach the drop-off point, he/they will slow down to allow
the drop-off rider to rejoin the group in front of the Sweeper and Tail-end Charlie. The rider will then
stay at the end of the ride-out taking his place in the staggered formation at the tail end until he is
superseded by the next drop-off rider who rejoins the group at the next junction. If, however, traffic
conditions do not allow this, then you must rejoin the carriageway when safe to do so and rejoin the
Ride-out – the Tail-end Charlie will slow down to allow you to catch up. Once safe to do so, overtake
the Tail-end Charlie (and Sweeper) and rejoin the Ride-out.
Crossing Over
Probably one of the most hazardous manoeuvres carried out en masse by the ride-out group is the
cross-over. Crossing over from inside to outside staggered riding position
(or vice versa) can be very hazardous if the gaps between riders are too short. When road or traffic
conditions dictate, changing position should only be performed when safe to do so.
When riding in 2 abreast, staggered formation, if a rider has to pull out of the riding group and this
causes a gap, DO NOT change position. Maintain your position in the group with the gap. This also
applies after a 2nd Man Drop; do not change your position in the group. Use your mirrors,
signal and then manoeuvre.
It’s Your Choice
Remember, your safety is your responsibility. The Lead Rider will always consider road safety and
drop-off options, however road conditions are continually changing and a planned drop-off might not
be as originally thought. Always make sure that you stop in a safe position and well visible to all
traffic and ride-out. If necessary, park up and stand on a pavement and point to oncoming ride-out
to show direction of drop-off route.
Patience
In heavy traffic or built-up areas, the ride-out may become heavily fragmented and split up. Be
patient and wait for the Tail-end Charlie before leaving your designated drop-off point. If you leave
too early the ride-out will get split up and the latter part of the ride-out will miss the turn and get lost.
If the ride-out does get split up, stay at your drop-off point. Using the Buddy System, the Lead Rider
will eventually stop and wait for the ride-out to regroup. If the ride-out has split, the Lead Rider will
organize a Road Captain or experienced rider from the group to back-track along the route and pick
up the stragglers.
It is not a rare event to lose part of a ride-out, and 99% of the time, the ride-out is lost simply
because ride-out members do not follow these simple rules of dropping off when requested and
waiting for the Tail end Charlie.
Keep safe, ride well and enjoy.
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Chapter # 8587

Mancunium Chapter
Manchester England
Membership Application Form
We would like to invite you to join the
Harley Owners Group – Mancunium Chapter

Established 2018

Note – All Full and Associate members must also be members of HOG
Date of Application

……………………

HOG Membership No.

……………………

Name
Membership Type

Full/Associate/Young (delete as appropriate)

Address

Postcode
Email address
Telephone number
Mobile number
Date of birth

Membership Fees: -

Full member - £24.00 per year
Associate member - £12.00 per year
Young member – (below 16 years of age) – No charge

The Membership year runs from 1st July.
If you join part way through the year then the fees are £2.00 per month (full membership) and £1.00
per month (associate membership) for each full or part month from the month of joining to end of June,
e.g. If you joined part way through January a new full member would pay £12.00 and an associate
member would pay £6.00.
Full member is a rider of a Harley-Davidson or Buell motorcycle.
Associate member is a partner or child over 16 years of age of a full member.
Young member is a child (under 16 years of age) of either a full or associate member
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DECLARATION
I/We* have read the Annual Charter for H.O.G. Chapters and this Chapter’s Constitution and hereby agree to abide
by it as a member of this dealer/HOG* sponsored Chapter.
I/We* recognize that while this Chapter is chartered with Harley Owners Group (H.O.G.), it remains a separate
independent entity responsible for its own acts and/or omissions.
I/We* agree that the sponsoring Dealer, The Harley Owners Group, Harley-Davidson and this Chapter shall not be liable
or responsible for damage to property or any injury to persons including myself/ourselves during any HOG activities even
where damage or injury is caused my negligence (except willful neglect)
I/We* understand and agree that all Harley Owners Group members participate in activities at their own risk.
I/We* hereby grant permission to the Mancunium Chapter, Manchester England to use my photograph on its
worldwide website, Mancunium Chapter Newsletter or in a printed publication without further consideration.
I/We* also acknowledge that the Chapter may choose not to use my photograph at this time but may do at its own
discretion at a later date.
I/We* also understand that once my image is posted on the Chapter website the image can be downloaded by any
computer user.
Therefore, I/We* agree to indemnify and hold harmless from any claims all officers of the Chapter and staff of HarleyDavidson.
All information supplied on this form will not be used for any other purposes than for The Mancunium Chapter.
* - Please delete which does not apply
READ BEFORE SIGNING I agree that the Sponsoring Dealer, H.O.G., H.O.G. Chapter Officers, Harley-Davidson Inc., Harley-Davidson Motor
Company, Harley-Davidson Europe Ltd, and any of its corporate affiliates, and their respective officers, directors,
employees and agents (hereinafter, the "RELEASED PARTIES") shall not be liable or responsible for damage to my
property occurring during any H.O.G. or H.O.G Chapter activities and resulting from acts or omissions occurring during
the performance of the duties of the Released Parties, even where the damage is caused by negligence (except wilful
intent).
I understand and agree that all H.O.G. members and their guests participate voluntarily and at their own risk in all H.O.G.
activities and I assume all risks arising out of the conduct of such activities. I release and hold the "RELEASED PARTIES"
harmless from any loss to my property which may result from my participation in H.O.G. activities and events. I
UNDERSTAND THAT THIS MEANS THAT I AGREE NOT TO SUE THE "RELEASED PARTIES" FOR ANY DAMAGE TO
MY PROPERTY ARISING FROM OR IN CONNECTION WITH THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR CHAPTER DUTIES IN
SPONSORING, PLANNING OR CONDUCTING SAID EVENT(S), EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF WILFUL INTENT BY THE
RELEASED PARTIES. Nothing in this disclaimer is intended to release any party mentioned herein for any liability for
injury or death caused through that party’s negligence.
By signing this Release, I certify that I have read this Release and fully understand it and that I am not relying on any
statements or representations made by the "RELEASED PARTIES".

Signed

Date

Signed

Date

Please forward a cheque made payable to ‘Mancunium Chapter’ (We are unable to accept payment via credit/debit
cards) to:Angela Nolan,
11 The Oaks
Glossop
SK13 6LD
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