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Pontcysyllte Aqueduct  

 

 
 

On a dark and mucky morning nine adventurous members turned up at Veterans Garage, Barton for 

this ride out led by Jackie. As heavy rain dimpled the puddles on the car park we could watch our 

once pristine bikes gathering nature’s diamonds on their coachwork. Fortunately, by the time Jackie 

gave her briefing the rain had eased off and, although rain gear was still worn, it was to protect 

ourselves from road spray.  

Jackie led us out via our usual route to the M6 with an alternative twist to bring us on to the A49. By 

the time we reached our excellent lunch stop at Calverley Farm & Cheese shop the roads were drying 

and we were met by rider number 10 – Mike Greer who proceeded to photograph our arrival. All 

considered this cafe to be an excellent stop and one that it should be revisited in the future. 

    

Thanks to Brian for the narrative thus far. I had ridden directly from home to the first stop off point at 

Calveley Mill Café as it was only 26 miles from where I live (and to avoid the early morning rain). After 

photographing the nine bikes as they turned into the car park off the A51 we all made our way into the 

café for breakfast and a brew. When everyone had had their fill we reassembled and set off on the 

run over the border into Wales to visit the famous Pontcysyllte Aqueduct. 

The route took us through Bunbury village to join the A49 towards Whitchurch where we made a brief 

fuel stop for the smaller tanks on the outskirts of town. Then we took the A525 and A539 into Wales 

and on to our destination. 

We parked up the bikes on the car park adjacent to the Pontcysyllte Chapel Tea Room in Trevor and 

made the short walk across the road to the Llangollen Canal to take a walk across the aqueduct. 

Designed and built by Thomas Telford and William Jessop it took ten years to complete and was 

opened on the 26th November 1805. It is now the oldest and longest navigable aqueduct in Great 

Britain and the highest in the world. The bridge is 336 yards long, 12 feet wide and 5 feet 3 inches 
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deep. It consists of a cast iron trough supported 126 feet above the river on iron arched ribs carried 

on eighteen hollow masonry piers. 

As we made our way across the narrow footpath care had to be taken when passing groups of people 

coming in the other direction otherwise you could easily end up taking an unscheduled dip. There was 

plenty of time to admire the views and to watch the boats as they made their way across the narrow 

channel. 
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When the time came to take our leave it was back on the bikes to retrace some of our route before 

taking the A528, B5426, B5130 and A534 where we made another fuel stop before heading to 

Snugbury’s at Delamere Station for an ice cream. The ride officially ended in the layby on the A556 

just south of the M6 junction. 

   

   

Many thanks to Jackie for planning and leading the ride out and also to John for assisting and acting 

as rear marker on the day.        

 

 

Thanks to Brian Mason for the intro to this write-up.   
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