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Sunday 15th April 2018 

 

Hoghton Tower 

 

The Sunday ride out on 15th April saw 18 bikes plus 2 pillion riders being taken to the tower. No, not 

the one in London where you have your head chopped off! This one is near Preston and is called 

Hoghton Tower and is an impressive fortified manor house with imposing state rooms and gardens 

which, amongst other things, is currently used for weddings, weekend stays and family days out.        

The meeting point for the ride was the Veterans Garage Café at City Airport, Barton where the group 

assembled to be led out by Road Captain Pete Wilson.  

The route took us initially via the M60 / M61 leaving at junction 6 to make our way round to Rivington 

Reservoir then on to Anglezarke Reservoir where we had a short pause at the viewing point to for a 

photo opportunity. 

   
At Anglezarke Reservoir 

It was soon after this break that we ran into, well not literally, a flock of sheep that were being herded 

along the narrow country lane by modern day shepherds on quad bikes. With engines turned off we 

sat patiently and bemused as these future lamb chops made their way past us on their way to 

pastures new. Who was that shouting mint sauce at the back? 

 
You never know what you will be confronted with on ride out 
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Just a short distance further on brought us to the long straight driveway leading up to the Tower. On 

reaching the arched gatehouse it wasn’t going to be the commoner’s car park for us. No, Pete had 

previously arranged for us to display the bikes in the cobbled courtyard just inside the entrance. 

How’s that for forward planning! 

 
Before the rain 

Hoghton Tower is no stranger to motorbikes as annually for the last thirty or so years it has been the 

venue for the Houghton Tower Motorcycle Sprint. This event features all different types of bikes from 

British to Japanese manufacturers as well as some homemade and customised models. The course 

is the length of the narrow and steep driveway where the entrants are timed from a standing start to 

see who can complete the distance in the quickest time. Check it out on You Tube. It looks quite 

interesting.       

The weather had been fine and dry up to our arrival but while we were in the tea room having a bite 

and a brew the heavens opened so when we stepped back outside we were presented with rain 

soaked bikes and wet and slippery looking cobble stones. Never mind, at least it had stopped raining 

so there was the opportunity for a few photos before we took our leave. 

 
After the rain 
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After a while we were back on dry roads making our way to the next stopover which was Deardens 

Farm Shop at Over Hulton on the A6 near Bolton for one of their home made artisan ice creams. 

   

 

In Pete’s pre-ride email he had asked anyone who had not already let him have their waistcoat for the 

free replacement of the chapter rocker to bring them along for him to collect. Well, a number of  

people did leaving Pete with a collection of cuts and no luggage space on his bike to carry them. Only 

one solution. Wear them. Yes, all of them including his own one. He was last seen riding off down the 

road giving a pretty good impression of the Michelin Man. Well done Pete. 

Thanks to Pete for planning and leading this brilliant ride out. A most enjoyable day was had by all 

who attended.     
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