
 

MANCUNIUM MIRROR CHECK 

Saturday and Sunday 1st – 2nd September 2018 

 

Snowdonia Weekend  

 

 

 

The first day of September and a group of Mancunium Chapter members (23 bikes and 7 pillion 

riders) met up at the Veterans Café at Barton Airport in preparation for the much awaited Snowdonia 

Weekend. From around 0900 hours people started to arrive, some taking advantage of the café’s 

catering facilities while others just mingled outside for a pre-ride chat. 

On this trip the group would be in the safe and capable hands of Road Captain “John from Hull” and 

true to form he set the proceedings underway at 0945 with the all-important briefing prior to a prompt 

getaway at 10 o’clock. 

   

We headed into Wales via the A57, M6, M56 and A55 and after an hour or so, turned off towards 

Ruthin (apparently pronounced “Rethin”). It was here that we had the first stop of the day at the 

Ruthin Craft Centre where, amongst other things, there was a café with the opportunity to take a late 

breakfast or early lunch. On leaving there we had a fuel stop for the smaller tanks before taking the 

A494 heading towards Corwen to pick up the A5. 

 
At the Ruthin Craft Centre 
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At Betws-y-Coed, we had another quick fuel stop before heading on towards Capel Curig stopping for 

a short while at the Moel Siabod Café for another cuppa and maybe something to eat for those who 

were still feeling peckish. 

    

The next stop was at the viewing point near Nant Gwynant for a look at Snowden and a chapter 

photograph.  Well, we managed the chapter photo but we’ll have to go back again to see the 

mountain as the peak was shrouded in low cloud and hidden from view on this occasion. 

  

Leaving the viewing point we retraced our route for a short distance before turning up into the 

Llanberis Pass towards Bangor. The views through the pass were stunning and passing the entrance 

to the Dinorwig Underground Power Station (Electric Mountain) on our right and the Snowdon 

Mountain Railway on our left it wasn’t long before we were arriving in Bangor and the Premier Inn 

which was to be our stopover for the night. Before going to the hotel we made a short detour to the 

filling station at a nearby Tesco to fuel up in readiness for tomorrow’s ride then off to the hotel to get 

checked in and prepared for the evening’s social get together. 
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The bar and restaurant were located in the Parc Britannia adjacent to the hotel and, as it was still 

warm outside, there was time for a few alfresco drinks here before going in for dinner.  An area had 

been reserved inside for us to have a meal and enjoy a few drinks together over the course of the 

evening. 

   

After the meal, John from Hull stood up to say a few words thanking everyone who had attended for 

helping to make the weekend another successful chapter event.  He followed this with a vote of 

thanks to all those involved in the planning and running of the weekend including Arthur for taking on 

the rear marker duties and Jackie for acting as sweep. In particular he offered a special thank you to 

Jan Arrowsmith whose tireless work in securing and managing the hotel accommodation 

requirements for everybody is a vital part of the planning process. 

On another note, John took the opportunity to mention two members who were about to turn seventy 

in the next few days, namely Chapter Director Arthur Arrowsmith and Chapter Historian Mike Greer. 

This news brought the chapter choir into action with a tuneful rendition of Happy Birthday To You for 

those concerned. The formalities were concluded by chapter member Sam Aston who offered a vote 

of thanks on the group’s behalf to John for all the hard work he had put into planning and leading 

another brilliant weekend away.  

Sunday morning called for an early breakfast ahead of John’s briefing at 0950 and setting off at 1000 

hours. There was a threat of rain in the air and sure enough it started to drizzle soon after our 

departure from the hotel. This turned into quite heavy rain for a while but it brightened up as we 

approached Harlech and Barmouth.  

After Barmouth we crossed the Afon Mawwdach via the old wooden toll bridge at Penmaenpool and 

stopped at the other side at the George III Hotel for a leisurely cuppa overlooking the estuary. The 

bridge was built in 1879 to replace the then ferry and is Grade II listed. The pub dates from approx. 

1650 and is also Grade II listed. 

     
Penmaenpool 
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On leaving this tranquil location it was onwards and eastwards towards Dolgellau where the smaller 

tanks fuelled up again before heading up to Lake Bala, Corwen and Llangollen. We stopped at Trevor 

for one last brew and a bite to eat at the Pontcysylite Chapel Tea Room from where some of the 

group made the short walk to see the famous Thomas Telford aqueduct that the chapter had visited 

on a recent ride out just a couple of weeks ago. 

From here we headed for home passing through some more places with Welsh names before we 

crossed the border back into England. There was one last fuel stop before we finished the ride on the 

A556 just south of the M6 junction around tea time. We said our goodbyes and final thankyous here 

before heading off to our respective homes.  

Yet another fantastic Chapter weekend away with brilliant roads, some jaw dropping scenery and the 

best of company to enjoy. Thanks again John. Dumfries and Galloway has been confirmed for May 

2019’s weekend trip so if you’re interested, don’t forget to get your names on the list.  
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