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Carnforth Railway Station 

 

 

On Sunday 16th September 2018 a group of seven Mancunium Chapter members set off from Barton 

for a “brief encounter” with a railway station. This was no ordinary station, more of a museum and 

goes under the name of the Carnforth Station Heritage Centre located where else but in Carnforth. 

Road Captain Pete (Two Pints) Wilson had come up with this location for a ride out destination and 

had done the planning and reccying and he led out the ride on the day. Leaving Manchester via the 

M60 and M66 we rode up the A56 to Rising Bridge where we did a quick ride through the McDonald’s 

car park to pick up another member. Then we continued north to join the A59 making a breakfast stop 

at the McDonald’s on the outskirts of Clitheroe. 

It was while we were here that the rain started and as we left the establishment it was coming down 

quite heavily. Undeterred, we carried on for what would be a rather wet traverse of the Trough of 

Bowland. It did however brighten up before we reached Carnforth and as we descended from the high 

ground we were treated to a fabulous view of Morecambe Bay and surrounding areas.  

On arrival at the station we were led around to the rear entrance to take up a parking spot on the 

station platform. Carnforth station is still operational with live mainline tracks but no longer uses the 

station building.  

Carnforth Railway Station was first opened 1846 but the demise of steam and the radical 

reorganisation of the railways by Dr. Beeching in the 1960’s led to a gradual run down of the station 

and the buildings fell into disrepair. The Carnforth Station and Railway Trust Co. Ltd. was formed in 

November 1996 to restore the derelict buildings and a £1.5 million project was commenced in late 

2009 in cooperation with Railtrack. The Refreshment Room has been restored to its 1940s splendour 

and is run as a separate franchise. 

The station’s main claim to fame is its association with the film Brief Encounter. Much of the classic 

black and white film was shot in early 1945 at this station. As well as being a busy station necessary 

for the plot it was located far enough away from major cities to avoid the blackout for film purposes. 

We spent some time looking round the numerous rooms and railway memorabilia and also visited the 

Refreshment Room for a brew and a bite to eat.  
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After Carnforth the plan was to call at Preston Harley Davidson but as time was pressing on and it 

would be approaching the dealership’s closing time by the time we arrived there, a plan B was 

hatched and we headed for the sea front at Morecambe instead. It was now pleasantly warm and 

sunny so we had a stroll along the prom, had a laugh and a photo with Eric Morecambe and an ice 

cream before starting our return journey. It was going to be pretty much motorway all the way from 

here so after a fuel stop, everyone began split off to find their own ways home. 
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Having a laugh with Eric 

  

A brilliant, interesting and fun ride. Thank you to Pete for organising it and guiding us around the 

route. Thanks also to Richard for acting as rear marker. 
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