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The ride out on Sunday 27th May was to visit the Papplewick Pumping Station which is 

located approximately 3 miles by road from the Nottinghamshire village of Papplewick. Head 

Road Captain Richard Kinsey was in charge of proceedings and, including himself, nine 

bikes and 3 pillions turned up at McDonald’s, Lancashire Hill, Stockport all set for a good day 

out.   

Departure time was 10:00am following a pre-ride briefing at 09:50.   

The outward route took us through Marple and then on to High Lane where we picked up the 

A6. We then crossed the Peak District on the A623 and made our way to Chesterfield 

Harley-Davidson where we called in for a drink and a browse around the dealership. On 

leaving Chesterfield we headed towards Mansfield on the A617 and then on the A60 to bring 

us to our destination. 

   

Papplewick Pumping Station is Britain's finest Victorian Water Works preserved as a 

complete working water pumping station. It opened in 1884 to supply water for the City of 

Nottingham using two massive beam pumping engines thought to be the last built by the 

famous firm of James Watt & Co. of Soho Works, Birmingham and London. 

Prior arrangements had been made for us to park our bikes along the entrance driveway 

opposite the Superintendent’s House (now used as the shop) and a reduced entrance fee of 

£6 had been negotiated. Our visit coincided with one of the station’s Steaming Days when 

the two massive beam pumping engines can be seen in operation along with a number of 

other steam powered engines that have come from other sites. It was also a World War 1 

event day featuring a programme of events entitled “Forgotten Voices of the Great War”. 

Other activities that were going on during the day included miniature steam train rides, 

model boats and yachts sailing on the lake and even a working blacksmith demonstrating his 

skills. 
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After spending a good couple of hours having a good look around and taking the all-

important chapter group photograph it was time to take our leave. Shortly after departing we 

were surprised to encounter some very wet roads indicating that there had been some 

recent heavy rain in the area but luckily, we hadn’t seen any it.     

The return run took us via the A38 and A616 to Matlock where we will called in at the 

Matlock Meadows Farm Ice Cream Cafe and then it was back to Hazel Grove via the A6. 
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A really interesting day out with the chance to delve into a bit of history as well as being an 

excellent ride out on the bikes. Thank you to Richard for organising everything and leading 

the group on the day and also thank you to Malc for carrying out the rear marker duties.   
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